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AFL-CIO PRES. GEORGE, Mf 
official delegate’s badge pinned’ 
Reuther at the Auto Workers to 


res 
hailédwMeany’s leadeyship in fi 


‘This Is Justice? .3*° 


Court of Claims. 


Layoffs Jump 
Despite More 


Jobholders 


Although more Americans were 
at work in March 1957 than in 
‘any March in the country’s history, 
the number of workers receiving 
layoff notices is on the rise. 
The joint report of the Labor 
and Commerce Depts. showed that 
63.9 million Americans’ had jobs 
in March, up 2.8 million from a 
year earlier but 2.9 million under 
the all-time high of 66.7 million 
last August. 

But unemployment went up 
about 50,000 from February ‘to 
2.9 million, the highest since last 
June. e 

And in scores of mines mills, fac- 
tories and offices in dozens of in- 
dustries, workers were being laid 
off to face the cold comfort of un- 
employment compensation and job- 
‘hunts. 
Manufacturing employment at 


(Continued on Page 3) 


¥.-(left) is-g§gwn having an 


Bwhis lapel-by UAW Pres. Walter 
Yention, in Atlantic City. Reuther 
ght: against corruption. - AFL-CIO 
leader pledged continued battle against “wrong.” 


U.S. Legal Eagles 
Favor 10-Hour Day 


The Eisenhower Administration has attempted to justify a 10-hour 
day for federal government employes on the grounds of economy. 
This view was expressed in a Justice Dept. brief filed in the U.S. 
The brief stressed that federal workers are not 


necessarily entitled to the benefits of workers in private industry. 
¥ In a sharp denunciation, Thomas 


G. Walters, operations director of 
the AFL-CIO Government Em- 
ployes Council, said the Adminis- 
tration’s view was “a throwback to 
the horse-and-buggy days.” 
Archaic Labor Policy 


Declaring that the brief “em- 
phasizes the need for a manage- 
ment-labor relations law in govern- 
ment,” Walters termed the Admin- 
istration attitude “a striking ex- 
ample of the archaic labor policy 
that the government adopts for its 
own employes.” 

Roy Hallbeck, legislative rep- 
resentative of the National Fed- 
eration of Post Office Clerks, 
attacked the position for being 
“the 19th century version of em- 
ploye rights.” James A. Camp- 
bell, president of the American 
Federation of Government Em- 
ployes, called it a “most discour- 
aging development” and urged 
Congress to approve legislation 
“officially recognizing the rights 
of federal employes to better their 
working conditions.” 

The attitude favoring a longer 
work day for federal employes 

(Continued on Page 3) 


Meany Vows All-Out 


War on Racketeers: 


Atlantic City, N. J—The AFL-CIO will meet the problem of 
corruption in labor “head-on, without evasion and with no attempt 
to sweep it under the rug,” Pres. George Meany told the Auto 
Workers convention here. (Text excerpts, Page 4.) 

In a blunt, frank 40-minute speech devoted entirely to the cor- 


sg issue, Meany made these 
as Bates Asks 
U.S. Action 


1—The exposure and elimination 
On Housing 


of corrupt practices—whether ac- 

complished by the trade union 

movement or by the government— 

“is good for the trade union move- 

| ment and we will profit by it.” 

2—The AFL-CIO has “no in- 
tention of waiting for the public 

authorities to act in order that The Administration’s tight- 

we may act on our own law of | money policy has caused a 

trade union ethics. That is our | “shrinkage of available mortgage 

credit” resulting in the present 

“drastic decline” in housing ac- 

tivity, an AFL-CIO spokesman 

has charged. 

Harry C. Bates, chairman of the 

AFL-CIO Housing Committee add- 

ed that “every necessary step” must 


ob and we are going to do it.” 
3—“The main reason” we are 

be taken by Congress to correct 
the situation. 


against racketeering in labor is “not 
just because it is bad for the labor 
Bates Suggestions 
In a letter to Sen. John J. Spark- 


movement but primarily because it 

is wrong.” . 
4—‘“Anyone who is conducting 
the business of the union in a cor- 
rupt manner is playing into the 
hands: of American labor’s en- 

man (D-Ala.), chairman of the Sen- 

ate Housing subcommittee, Bates 

called specifically for: 

© Measures to “reactivate the 

now moribund VA: program by 

assuring adequate funds for vet- 


emies.” 
5—The Ethical Practices Com- 

erans’ housing with no increase 

in the VA interest rate.” 


mittee “is going to handle all the - 
© Restoration of the Federal 


cases that come before it”... 
and it is going to “interpret the 
Constitution of the AFL-CIO in 
the same manner for a big union 
as it does for a small union. No 
big union is going to be im- 
mune... .” 
6—“‘American labor has come of 
age .. . we have 15 million people; National Mortgage Association to 
organized in the AFL-CIO; and,| federal ownership and control, 
if that is ‘Big Labor,’ then we must; “with an expanded supply of 
funds especially for types of 
housing most adversely affected 
by the restricted supply of mort- 
gage funds.” 
© Approval of the $250 mil- 
lion annual authorization for ur- 
ban renewal originally included 
in the Administration’s budget 


assume big responsibility. . . . The 
American people have every right 

message and then cut to $175 mil- 
lion at the President’s suggestion. 


to expect-that we discharge that 
responsibility in. keeping with the 
highest ethical and moral standards 

“Even an expanded supply of 
housing credit and an effective ur- 
ban redevelopment program,” the 


possible.” 
AFL-CIO spokesmar said; “will not 


UAW Pledges Support 
As he addressed the 3,000 UAW 

meet the basic continuing problem 
of the gap between the financial 


delegates—who had already en- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


dorsed the ethical practices program 
‘of the AFL-ClO—Meany faced a 
huge banner with the slogan “no 
tolerance for corruption ... in 
business, government, labor.” 
He was pledged, in an intro- 
duction by UAW Pres. Walter 
(Continued on Page 5) 


_ By Gervase N. Love 


and its industrial feudalism has entered its fourth bitter year. 


in America,” the strike committee 


‘Watchdog’ 
Plan Voted, 
Dues Hiked 


By Henry C. Fleisher 


Atlantic City, N. J—A shorter 
work-week with increased take- 
home pay will be next year’s big 
goal of the United Automobile 
Workers in its collective bargain- 
ing with auto, farm implement 
and aircraft manufacturers. 

Some 3,000 convention delegates 
—representing about 1.3 million 
workers in the U.S. and Canada— 
made clear the belief that growing 
productive efficiency in their indus- 
try makes possible the demand for 
a cut in working hours. 

Precise bargaining policy will be 
set by a special UAW convention 
early in 1958. 

Two Major Decisions 

While the delegates were looking 
ahead to next year’s economic strug- 
gles, they took two major decisions 
affecting the union in 1957: 

® Creation of a public review 
board of seven leading citizens as 
an appeals bedy designed to pro- 
tect the individual rights of UAW 
members, and to guard against 
possible infiltration of corrupt 
influences into the union. 

© Raising of the dues by 50 
cents a month, to be split equally 
between national union and the 
locals. As a result, the UAW’s ba- 
sic dues rate becomes $3 a 
month, though about 250 locals 
have in the past had dues struc- 
tures higher than the national ba- 
sic rate. , 

Scheduled to come before the 
convention, was an administration- 
supported proposal to give greater 
status in the union’s bargaining ma- 
chinery to groups of skilled work- 
ers, engineers, technicians and white 
collar workers. 

Throughout the convention, 
speeches by Pres. Walter P. Reu- 
ther, delegates and guest speakers 
maintained a steady fire on racket- 
eering and corruption in the trade 
union movement. 

The union's resolution on ethical 

(Continued on Page 5) 


Kohler Strike Enters 4th Year; 
Sound Relations Is Key Issue 


Sheboygan, Wis.—The grim and gallant strike of Auto Workers Local 833 against the Kohler Co, 


The third anniversary of the country’s largest major strike came on Apr. 5—“the unhappiest birthday 


called it. 

The workers who once made| Kohler Village, near here. 
plumbing wares are doggedly main- 
taining their court-restricted picket 
lines around the gray walls that 


the history books in most areas of 


enclose the plant in company-owned | industrial relations—recognition by 

the company that workers are hu- 
At issue are some of ‘the basic|™an beings and have an innate 

things that have been relegated to| dignity that no employer can be 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Mitchell Asks Senate Restore 
Funds For Labor Dept. Budget 


Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell appealed to a Senate Appropriations subcommittee to restore “all” 
the $36 million knocked out of his 1958 budget requests by the House of Representatives. 

He charged that some of the “economies” were spurious, because Congress later would have to vote 
supplemental funds to finance payments already obligated by law. Other House cuts would impose 
an “impossible” burden on the department, Mitchell testified, by forcing it to operate with “functions” 
held at the 1957 level. Congress 
itself has added functions for 1958, 
he said, and imposed other addi- 
tional spending by providing pay 


rises. 
Specific Problem 

Mitchell faced a specific problem: 
whether his appeal would win more. 
Republican support in the Senate 
than in the House, where GOP 
members deserted the Administra- 
tion in droves to vote with southern 
Democrats for deep cuts in vital 
services. 

AFL-CIO Legislative Dir. An- 
drew J. Biemiller said “we are dis- 
appointed and disturbed” by the 
House budget actions. 

The actions were “disturbing,” 
Biemiller said, partly because they 
reflected “inexcusable confusion” 
in the Administration, with a Dem- 
ocrat, Rep. John Fogarty (R. I.), 
fighting for the Administration pro- 
gram while Republican leaders sup- 
ported the cuts. 


House Republicans Spark 
Labor Dept. Budget Cuts 


An overwhelming majority of House <b hae joined 
southern Democrats in voting to chop funds for vital Labor 
Dept. services as well as funds for the Health, Education and, 
Welfare Dept. . 

On a key vote, for. example, Republicans voted 153 to 42 
in favor of a $204,000 cut in the Labor Dept.’s Office of the 
Solicitor, Southern Democrats voted 79 to 17 in favor of the : 
reduction. ar: ate : 

The only group voting to sustain the Eisenhower budget even 
after Appropriation Committee preliminary cuts was the north- 
ern and western Democrats, who lined up 112 to 9 against the 
cut. 

A comparable pattern was observable when reductions were Ir 
slammed through for the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Wage- 
Hour Division, the Mexican farm labor program, the Bureau of 
Employment Security, and Seaceansioul compensation grants 
to states. 


A “MUCH NEEDED SHOT IN THE ARM” for the federal housing}! 
program was urged by the AFL-CIO in testimony before the Senate 
Housing subcommittee. Shown calling for enactment of the bill 
introduced by Sen. Joseph Clark (D-Pa.) are (left to right) John 
Edelman, Washington representative for the Textile Workers Union 
of America; Boris Shishkin, secretary of the AFL-CIO Housing Com- 


plemental appropriation bill in the 


mittee, and Bert Seidman, AFL-CIO economist. 


Bates Asks 


For Action on Housing 


(Continued from Page 1) 
charges families must pay for hous- 
ing in today’s market and the level 
of family incomes.” 

Backs Clark Bills 

Citing the failure of the private 
housing industry to supply housing 
“within the financial reach of most 
low and middle-income families,” 
Bates called for favorable subcom- 
mittee action on two bills intro- 
duced by Sen. Joseph Clark (D-Pa.). 

The first would authorize long- 
range, low-interest loans for mid- 
dile-income housing, while the sec- 
ond calls for construction of 200,- 
000 low-rent public housing units 
a year for the next two years to 
provide homes for families “now 
denied even minimum standards of 
shelter.” 

In the House, meanwhile, the 
Housing Subcommittee reported out 
a bill containing the following ma- 
jor provisions: 


Montoya Easy 
Winner in 
New Mexico 


Albuquerque, N. M.—Demo- 
cratic Lieut. Gov. Joseph M. Mon- 
toya was an easy victor over his 
Republican opponent in the special 
election to fill one of New Mexico’s 
two seats in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

In one of the heaviest turnouts 
of voters for a special election in 
the state’s history, Montoya rolled 
up a lead of over 7,000 votes with 
99 of the state’s 681 voting divi- 
sions still unreported. He had 
68,698 votes to 61,382 for his op- 
ponent, State Rep. Thomas Bolack 
(R.), a wealthy oil man, in un- 
official returns from 582 precincts. 

Montoya’s heavy support in the 
predominantly Spanish-speaking 
rural areas was credited as the 
major factor im his victory. Bolack 
came out of Bernalillo County, the 
state’s most populous area, 3,000 
votes ahead. 

The election fills the vacancy 
created by the death of Rep. 
Antonio Fernandez (D-N. M.) last 
Nov. 7, only a few hours after he 
had been re-elected to an unpre- 
cedented eighth term. 

Both of New Mexico’s represent- 


Sparkman 


® Establishment of veterans’ 
preference under FHA, at an in- 
terest rate of 5 percent, compared 
to the 5.5 percent charged non- 
veterans. 

® Authorization of $1 billion 
from National Service Life In- 
surance funds for purchase of 
these veterans’ loans. 

© Increasing by $1 billion the 
amount of funds available under 
the FNMA for purchasing other 
home mortgages. 

© Authorization of the full 
$250 million for urban renewal. 

® Authorization of another 
$250 million for special assist- 
ance functions, such as mortgages 
for cooperative and minority 
housing. 

® Slight reductions in down 
payments for non-veterans, and a 
a reduction in veterans’ down 


Also, he said, “the blind hysteria 
to cut the budget threatens all new 
legislative proposals which cost any 
money, including school construc- 
tion and aid to depressed areas.” 

Commerce Dept. Slashed 

As Mitchell testified the House 
continued its. lunging drive for 
“economy” by slashing $217.8 mil- 
lion from the $871.5 million budget 
asked for the Commerce Dept. 

This was about a 25 percent 
_ cut. The House cleared the bill 
in two hours, and “economizers” 
warmly congratulated each other 
by announcing that in six of the 
12 big appropriation bills they 
have knocked more than $1 bil- 
lion from the Eisenhower $71.8 
billion budget. 

In the Commerce Dept. bill, a 
budget proposal of $97.5 million 
for ship construction was cut down 
to $3 million, and $20 million more 
disappeared from a $120 million 
item for subsidies to American 
shipping lines. 

Economy-minded members said 
the Commerce Dept. had a $92 
million backlog for ship construc- 
tion in previously appropriated 
money. Most observers think part 
of the House cuts will be restored 


either by the Senate or in a sup- 


next session. 
Argument Makes Sense 


Mitchell before the Senate sub- 
committee gave a new twist to 
arguments for the full Eisenhower 
budget proposals. -He pointed out 
that the House had chopped $7 
million from $32 million for un- 
employment compensation to laid- 
off federal employes. : 

If the congressional economy 
drive is successful, the secretary 
said, he will need more than the 
$32 million, rather than less, be- 
cause more workers will be fired 
and will have a legal -claim for 
unemployment compensation. 


Pres. Eisenhower in a news con-| 


ference continued his running, if 
passive, defense of his budget by 
saying the federal government could 
not revert to the theories and prac- 
tices of 1890. 


House Lined Up 


We have to conduct affairs in 
the light of national economic and 
world conditions prevailing today, 
he said. 

The House record indicated that 
Mitchell faced an uphill fight in 
pleading with his own party mem- 


Laon. Welfare Budgets Actually 
Less Than 1939 Expenditures 


Despite anguished outcries against the proposed $71.8 billion budget, Pres. Eisenhower’s spending 
proposals in the labor and general welfare fields actually total less than the funds spent in 1939—19 
In terms of 1956 dollars, the 1939 expenditures for labor and welfare are little more 


years earlier. 


atives are elected at-large. 


than a third as large as in 1939, 


bers for support. GOP House 
members lined up as heavily as four 
to one in approving cuts slashing at 
vital services of the Labor Dept. 
such as the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, the Wage-Hour Div. and 
the Office of the Solicitor. 

The solicitor investigates pre- 
vailing wages on federal projects 
and contracts under Walsh-Hea- 
ley, Davis-Bacon and highway, 
hospital and school construction 
laws. A cut in his staff can cripple 
these programs. 

The Wage-Hour Div. makes in- 

spections and brings complaints in- 
volving violations of the Fair Labor 
Standards (wage-hour) law, 
The BLS, as Mitchell told the 
Senate subcommittee, compiles the 
price index that is “the biggest 
single tool for maintenance of in- 
dustrial peace.” Wages of millions 
of workers are tied to the consumer 
price index, he pointed out, and 
impairment of the service would 
be “disastrous.” 


Labor Urges 
Tight-Money 
Policy Probe 


The AFL-CIO has called on 
Congress to conduct a thorough 
examination into the Administra- 
tion’s tight-money policy, before it 
takes any action to alter the interest 
rates on U.S. Savings Bonds. 
Stanley H. Ruttenberg, director 
of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Research, 
in testimony before the Senate 


In terms of per capita ‘spending 
—the population has jumped by 
one third—labor and welfare pro- 
grams will receive far less than one 
third the amount spent per person 
in 1939, again when compared in 
terms of 1956 dollars. 


$3.9 Billion in ’39 


These findings are reported in 
Economic Trends, monthly publica- 
tion of the AFL-CIO Committee 
on Economic Policy. 


Fixing the agitation for “econ- 
omy” demands on the U. S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the National 
Association of Manufacturers, Eco- 
nomic Trends points out that dabor 
and welfare expenditures in 1939 
were $3.9 billion, whereas Eisen- 
hower has proposed only $3.5 bil- 
lion for fiscal 1958. 


There was heavy spending for 
relief of nine million unemployed 
in 1939, the publication states, but 
in comparison the $3.5 billion that 


would be spent in 1958 is “small 
indeed” in view of a population 
jump from 131 million to 173 mil- 
lion, a “fivefold” increase in out- 
put of goods and services from $90 
billion to an estimated 1958 out- 
put of $440 billion, and health and 
education needs that have “grown 
significantly.” 

Expressed in terms of dollars 
with the buying power of 1956, 
labor and welfare spending in 
1939 was equivalent to $9.1 bil- 
lion—nearly three times as great 
as proposed expenditures in 1958. 


Expressed in terms of 1956 dol- 
lars of expenditure per capita, the 
1939 budget provided $69.48 for 
each person and the labor and wel- 
fare budget for 1958 proposes only 
$20.31 per person. 

Seventy-one percent of the $71.8 
budget for 1958 will go to defense 
and veterans’ benefits and an ad- 
ditional $7.4 billion for interest 
on the public debt. Only $1.5 bil- 


lion will be required for general 


agriculture. 
Costs Public $900 


of natural resources. 

The same forces attacking the 
small labor and welfare propo- 
sals,~ the publication _ states, 
“strongly support” the, Eisen- 
hower “tight-money” policy that 
in 1958 will lift interest payments 
on the debt by $900 million a 
year. 


government, $1.5 billion for com- 
merce and housing, $5 billion for 


All that is left as targets for the 
“budget-cutters,” Economic Trends 
reports, are the $3.5 billion for 
labor and welfare ‘and possibly a 
requested $1.5 billion for protection 


The people will pay more in 
taxes for debt interest despite the 
fact the public debt is dropping 
$2.1 billion in the four years from 
fiscal 1954 to fiscal 1958, Economic 
Trends declares—but the “budget- 
cutter8” are in favor of this ex- 


Finance Committee, charged the 
Federal Reserve Board with having 
“produced inflation in the money 
markets” in an unsuccessful attempt 
to curb price inflation in the con- 
sumer and industrial markets. 

From the viewpoint of “wise 
social policy and the welfare of the 
national economy,” the best course 
would be to permit interest rates on 
the bonds to-remain at 3 percent and 
to ease up on the current govern- 
ment policy which has resulted in 
skyrocketing interest charges gen- 
erally, he said. 

The committee voted to permit 
an increase in the interest rate on 
the bonds to 3% percent. Since 
the House extended the ceiling to 
3.5 percent last month, some com- 
promise actign will be necessary. 

The AFL-CIO spokesman said 
that, should the government fail to 
reduce interest charges, then “in 
fairness to the small saver the inter- 
est rates on U.S, Savings Bonds 
should be adjusted” to correct what 
he termed the “grossly inequitable” 


penditure. 


situation which now exists. ' 
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T Teacher Pay Sea les 
Show Tragic Lag 


By Gene Zack 
America’s tragic failure to provide adequate tax funds for its pub- 
lic education system has resulted in a systematic downgrading of 
school teachers as an economic group. 
This grim fact emerges clearly from a massive survey of teachers’ 
salaries just issued by the American Federation of Teachers. 


Wages Substandard i 


Summarizing data from across 
the nation, this compilation of cold, 


' hard statistics adds up to an alarm- 


ing picture of substandard wages. 
In the middle of unprecedented na- 
tional prosperity, the absence of de- 
cent teacher salaries pockmarks the 
nation’s economy with small—but 
painful—areas of individual de- 
pression. 

Since 1939, teachers’ salaries 
have skidded far below other 
wages. While stated requirements 
of training for teachers have been 
rising steadily, there has not been 
a corresponding rise in their in- 
come. 

In nearly two decades during 
which the purchasing power of pro- 
duction workers rose 43 percent, 
here’s what has happened to teach- 
ers’ income: 

@ In cities of over 500,000 popu- 
lation, purchasing power of teach- 
ers showed a net loss, ranging from 
8 to 23 percent. 

® In small cities (from 30,000 to 
100,000 population) the teachers’ 
purchasing power inched ahead 
only from 1 to 8 percent. 

As the actual buying power of 
teachers has decreased, there has 
been a growing disenchantment for 
the teaching profession. Other oc- 
cupations have become increasingly 
attractive. The competition of 
technological occupations has re- 
lentlessly drained high schools of 
mathematics and physics teachers, 
for example. 


Rewards Too Feeble _ 

In theory, teaching standards are 
rising; teachers with new skills to 
provide new services are constantly 
being sought. But salary schedules 
hold out too feeble a reward for 
highly-trained persons, and the 
school systems are losing the battle 
with industry and other professions 
for the best available talent. 

In actual fact, then, the pro- 
portion of substandard teachers 
in the United States is rising. The 
Office of Education revealed on 
Feb. 18 that “the number of 
teachers training under substand- 
ard certificates last fall was 89,- 
400, representing 7.5 percent of 
the total teaching staff, as com- 
pared with 6.8 percent a year 
ago.” 

The Teachers’ union points out 
the growing resistance to tax in- 
creases which are needed to im- 
prove educational facilities and to 
pay teachers wages which are high 
enough to guarantee top-grade 
people educating the younger gen- 
eration. But with the growing 
school population, and the need for 
new buildings, local and state funds 
for education already are proving 
inadequate. 

The best answer, the feder- 
ation says, is action by Congress to 
provide federal funds for school 
construction. To the extent that 
federal aid reduces school building 
levies on local property owners, 
States will be able to shift more 
funds for teachers’ salaries. 


Check-off Violation 
Fine Set at $60,420 

Johnson City, Tenn.—A lo- 
cal court here has awarded a 
union a judgment of $60,420 
against Pet Dairy Products 
for causing employes to re- 
voke check-off authorizations. 

Local 23, Milk and Ice 
Cream Drivers and Dairy 
Employes was awarded the 
judgment by Chancellor Day- 
ton E. Phillips. 


Glaring Contrast 
In Teachers’ Pay 


_ There’s a glaring contrast 
between the incomes of school 
teachers, and the incomes of 
people in other groups who 
require the same amount of 
training, - according to the 
Fund for the Advancement of 
Education. 

In a bulletin entitled 
“Teachers for Tomorrow,” 
the Fund measured the num- 
ber of people in various pro- 
fessions who made more than 
$10,000 a year. 

It found that 41 percent of 
all physicians and surgeons; 
28.1 percent of lawyers; 24.6 
percent of dentists; 18.1 per- 
cent of architects and 10.3 
percent of authors, editors 
and reporters are in the over- 
$10,000-a-year bracket. 

As for teachers—only nine- 
tenths of 1 percent attained 
that figure. 


63.9 Million Held Jobs 
In March, Layoffs Rise 


(Continued from Page 1) 
16.9 million showed a drop of 
24,000 in a month instead of the 
usual small seasonal increase. 


In most of the layoffs, a slow-. 


down in business is the basic 
cause—reflected in inventories that 
are too big, earnings that are too 
small, and weakening demand. 
Other contributing reasons are sea- 
sonal layoffs, the chronic sickness 
of industries like textiles and coal 
mining, and an occasional labor 
dispute. 

The furloughs have been report- 
ed in electrical appliances and 
autos, aircraft and airlines and rail- 
roads, television and steel, rubber 
and meat packing and asbestos and 
watches and lumber as well as in 
textiles and coal mines. 

They don’t bulk large, though 
they are great enough to have an 
effect on the statistics. They 
aren’t seasonal, because they cut 
across industry lines. The Labor- 
Commerce report pointed out that 
March was the third consecutive 
month in which factory employ- 
ment dropped against the normal 
seasonal trend. 

“Since December 1956,” it said, 
“factory employment has fallen off 
by more than 200,000 compared 
with a usual decline of less than 
100,000 at this time of year. 

“The biggest drop was reported 
by the lumber industry, now at 
one of the lowest levels in the 
postwar period. Employment in 
automobile factories declined sub- 
stantially and small but significant 
reductions were reported in pri- 
mary metals, electrical machinery, 
fabricated metals and textiles.” 


The factory workweek also 
showed a sharper than average 
drop for this time of year, de- 
clining to 40 hours or two-tenths 
of an hour less than in February 
and a full hour under December. 

Much of the slack has been 
taken up by construction, trade, 
finance, government and the service 
industries. 

Economists are particularly con- 
cerned about an increase in the 
“hard. core” of the “unemployed, 


fcame to light during a Court of 


“memorizing new Post Office 


Justice Dept. 
Has 10-Hour 
Day ‘Idea’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Claims case filed by postal workers 
seeking overtime payments for 
extra nighttime’ work involved in 


schemes for sorting and routing of 
mail. 
Balk at Overtime 

The Justice Dept. brief said the 
“philosophy of present-day labor 
laws . . . may conceivably control 
in dealings between union and man- 
agement” but it added that for fed- 
eral workers, it “must either bow 
to or be balanced with considera- 
tions of economy and efficiency.” 

Citing the fact that the eight- 
hour day was assured for people 
in industry ‘in 1938, but that fed- 
eral employes had to wait until 
1945 for the shorter day, the 
Justice Dept. reached the con- 
clusion that this meant “that the 
many advances made by fhe labor 
movement are not, as a general 
matter, incorporated into the laws 
affecting federal personnel.” 

The brief pointed out that while 
overtime pay has been standard, for 
labor for many years, it “is still not 
available to the bulk of federal em- 
ployes.” It then went on to say 
that “economical administration of 
‘government precludes the immedi- 
ate and total adoption . .. of 
schemes such as automatic cost of 
living increases based on the con- 


sumer price index.” 


those who have been without jobs 
for 15 weeks or longer. That, too, 
has been showing an increase at 
‘a time of year when it normally 
declines, and in March was 150,000 
higher than in the last quarter of 
1956. 


U. S. Rubber. 


Union Agree 
On Contract 


Akron, O.—The Rubber Work- 
ers and the U.S. Rubber Co. 
averted a strike by a matter of 
hours when they agreed on a new 
two-year contract with improve- 
ments in 20 major clauses. 

Agreement was reached after 
seven weeks of bargaining in New 
York. The pact covers 30,000 
employes in 19 plants in 11 states. 

Wages were discussed, but ac- 
tion -was deferred until later. 
Agreement was reached on three 
weeks’ vacation after 11 years of 
service and four weeks after 25 
years, three paid days of leave in 
case of a funeral in the family, and 
military make-up pay. Wages may 
be reopened on 60 days notice. 

The company also agreed to 
restore a 25 cents an hour wage 
cut accepted by employes of the 
Washington, Ind., plant in viola- 
tion of the master contract, and to 
withdraw a threat to close the 
operation unless the 500 workers 
agreed to a pay slash. 


Meantime, the URW continued 


negotiations in Cincinnati with the, 


B. F. Goodrich Co., where a 
strike affecting 15,000 employes of 
10 plants in nine cities started when 
the previous contract expired two 
months ago. 


all over the country. Their dad is 


(Continued from Page. 1) 
allowed to deprive them of, and the 
right of the workers to live their 
own private and political lives as 
they see fit, in accordance with the 
law. ‘ 

Seek Sound Relations 


“There never has been true labor 
peace at Kohler,” the strike com- 
mittee said im an anniversary state- 
ment. 

“By victory we mean the estab- 
lishment of sound relations. be- 
tween management and labor. 
This is taken for granted else- 
where—but to us it would repre- 
sent a victory.” 

The committee said it is more 
confident of winning the strike 
than ever before. 

“When the Kohler strike is set- 
tled,” it said, “it will be because 
management has decided to join us 
in the effort to obtain a long range 
program for sound labor relations. 

“We hope Kohler management 
comes to this conclusion soon. Un- 
til it does, we have no choice but 
to continue and enlarge our boycott 
campaign and our legal proceed- 
ings against Kohler. At the same 
time we will—as we always have— 
make every possible effort to pro- 
mote and bring about a settlement.” 


President Anti-Union 


There appeared little hope of an 
early settlement as the strike went 
into another year. Only two months 
ago, Herbert V. Kohler, the com- 
pany president, in a speech in De- 
troit urged ‘other employers to re- 
fuse to bargain, to hire strikebreak- 
ers and to try and bust their unions. 

“When Kohler negotiators make 

an honest settlement possible,” 
the committee’s statement con- 
cluded, “they will find us reason- 
able human beings. Until that 
time, we fight on to the end that 
the next generation will have no 
need to fight another Kohler 
strike.” 

Kohler workers have a long tradi- 
tion of fighting management autoc- 
racy. It dates back to 1897, when 
the fathers and grandfathers of the 
present strikers organized a feeble 
union which struck, but was quick- 
ly beaten down.. 

The fiame of industrial freedom 
flickered weakly for more than a 
generation—until 1934—then flared 
up again. Once more the workers 
formed a union, under the banner 
of the former AFL, and once again 
they took to the picket line. 


Guard Called Out 

The company résorted to brutal- 
ity. It armed scabs and guards who 
opened fire on a picket line from 
inside the plant, killing two pickets 
and wounding 47 other persons, in- 
cluding a-number of women and 
children. The national guard was 
called out to disarm the company 
goons and protect the strikers. A 
company union was formed, but 


HELPING WITH CHORES at Kohler strike headquarters, Freder- 
ick, 11, and Russell, 7, mail boycott posters and literature to unions 


Pres. Allan J. Graskamp of Auto 


Workers Local 833. Boycott neckties and T-shirts, made by strikers, 
are being sold for the Emergency Strike Relief. Fund. 


Strike at Kohler Co. 
Enters Fourth Year 


the plant under token picket lines. 
Thus for 10 of the last 23 years, 
the Kohler plant has been struck, 
Local 833 was organized when 
.the company began kicking its 
company union around. It took 
eight months to negotiate the first 
contract. It wasn’t a good agree- 
ment, but the union signed in the 
hope. that the company would 
learn the advantages of peaceful 
industrial relations and good- 
faith bargaining. 

The hope proved futile. Nego- 

tiations were reopened as the first 
contract moved toward its expira- 
tion date, but there was no agree- 
ment on such basic issues as the 
union shop and the company’s. de- 
mand that a weak agreement be 
made weaker. 
The old agreement died, and 
there was still no settlement. Koh- 
ler cancelled it, refusing to extend 
it until a new pact could be signed. 
“You have to bargain with them,” 
he told a reporter, “but you don’t 
have to give them anything.” 

Finally, on Apr. 5, 1954, the 
strike became effective. Once more 
Kohler recruited scabs and strong-- 
arm men, armed them, and got an 
injunction limiting picketing. This 
time the company arsenal was con- 
fiscated by.law enforcement officials 
before it could be used with the 
callousness of 1934. 

“I am the law around here,” 
Kohler told the pickets one day. 

“When I get through with you, ~ 
you'll come crawling like worms, 
begging for your jobs.” 

They haven’t, of course. 


Spurn Arbitration 

The firm turned down every at- 
tempt at arbitration, whether made 
by the union or respected outsiders, 
It fired everybody connected with 
the union leadership. The union 
filed an array of charges against it 
with the National Labor Relations 
Board; a 112-day hearing has been 
held, but the trial examiner’s report 
is not due until next summer. 

The union initiated a nation- 
wide boycott against Kohler 
products—portable electric light 
plants and air cooled engines as 
well as plumbing ware and fix- 
tures—which has cost the firm 
millions of dollars in lost sales 
and ‘is growing more widespread 
all the time. 

The UAW has spent an esti- 
mated $11 million to keep the 
strike going, much of it coming 
from members of other unions. 

Thus millions of dollars have 
been. needlessly spent, millions of 
production -manhours needlessly 
lost, and the seeds of no one knows 
how much hate needlessly sowed- 
and nurtured because of Herbert V. 
Kohler, who made the mistake of 
thinking that a little money and a 
little power were enough to break 
not only his 3,400 employes, but 


for seven long years the AFL kept 


the American labor movement. 
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Highlights of Meany’ s Speech to UAW 


Following are excerpts from the speech of AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany to the United Auto Workers Con- 


vention: 


I want to deal with one problem which is most urgent 
and which perhaps today is uppermost in the minds of 
many of the American people and surely is uppermost in 
the minds of those who are dedicated to the philosophy of 
free trade unionism. This problem is the problem of cor- 
ruption, racketeering, thievery, fraud, embezzlement— 
anything you want to call it that exists in some unions within 
our movement. .. . 

The tradition of our movement, the importance of our 
movement to the American people, and if I may say to the 
entire free world, commands that we meet that problem 
atom, Wanees oredion and with Go attempt'to sweep it 


under the rug. ... 


- Main Reston—ie's Wrong 


If we weft to fail to meet this problem we would, in 
effect, be changing the very character of our movement. 
We would, in effect, be liquidating the traditions of those 
who founded our movement. 

There is a good, sound and practical reason why we 
have to meet this problem. We run the risk of adverse 
public opinion, which is so important to our movement. 

Let me emphasize, however, that this is not the main 
reason. The main reason is—that we are against rack- 
eteering, no matter what form it may take, not just be- 
cause it is bad for the labor movement, but primarily 
because it is wrong. 

If we fail to meet this problem we will incur adverse 
public opinion. We would, in a sense, be taking the po- 
sition that we were not concerned with public opinion— 
that we were a class apart, as it were, from the rest of the 
citizens of this country. ... 

I am quite sure that the American people as. a whole 


‘are aware of the contribution that the American trade 


union movement has made to this way of life we have 
here in this country of ours. . . . Don’t let anyone tell you 
that the American people as a whole do not recognize the 
fact that free trade unions such as we have in this country 
are a bulwark of democracy. They are a guarantee against 


- dictatorship and a guarantee of the preservation of the way 


of life that we love.... 

So don’t let anyone try to give you the line that we are 
not interested in public opinion, that public opinion makes 
no difference to us or that we don’t care what the public 
thinks about us. That is a line that could be characterized 
as a “public-be-damned” line. We don’t take that line 
because we consider ourselves an integral part and an im- 
portant part of the Ameritan public. ... 

American labor has come of age. No longer can we 
take the position that we are the underdog. We have 15 
millions of people organized in the AFL-CIO, and, if that 
is “big labor,” then we must assume big responsibility. 

The American people expect us to bear a responsi- 
bility in keeping with the size of our organization, and 
the American people have every right to expect that we 


‘Gide that responsibility in keeping with the highest 
ethical and moral standards possible. Failure to live up 
to these standards will undoubtedly give ammunition to 
our enemies—and we still have our enemies. ... 

This corruption threatens our everyday situation as an 
instrumentality to fight for human dignity at home and 
as a dynamic factor for freedom and justice throughout the 
world. 

All of this brings us to the inevitable conclusion that 
labor racketeering, in whatever form it may take, and 
true trade unionism have nothing in common. They cannot 
mix. The one is the negation of the other, and sooner 


or later, no matter how strong the union, no matter how 


good the conditions that have been built up and secured by. 
the union, if that union is under racketeering or corrupt 
control, it is bound to go down with irreparable’ injuries 
to the members of that union. 

I am all for running unions on a business basis, but 
this doesn’t mean that unions should become business 
organizations, or that union leaders should make a busi- 
ness of their leadership and use their offices in the union 
for private profit. ... 

_ I would like to point out that the AFL-CIO is not a 
law enforcement agency. We are not charged with the 
duty of enforcing the laws of the various states and of the 
nation as a whole. But we are an agency set up to carry 
out a law having to do with trade union ethics. And while 
we intend to leave the question of law enforcement to the 
proper authorities, we have no intention of waiting for the 
public authorities to act in order that we may_act on our 
own law of trade union ethics. That is our job and we are 
going to do it, 


a Against Trade Union Law 


The AFL-CIO Constitution states very plainly that one 
of the purposes of the merged organization, and I will 
quote: “. .. is to protect the labor movement from any 
and all corrupt influences and from the undermining 
efforts of Communist agencies and all others who are 
opposed to the basic principles of our democracy and 
free and democratic unionism.” 

That’s our job. 


Whether the district attorney or the grand jury moves 
or not, this is still our job. Whether management is. in- 
volved in some of these crimes and perhaps committees 
or public officials are not as zealous in going after manage- 
ment as they are after labor, that doesn’t make any differ- 
ence and it provides us with no excuse not to do our job. 

For instance, borrowing money without the knowledge 
of the membership and without them being informed that 
you borrow it, and without paying interest. may not be 
against the law of the land. I don’t know. But it is 
against the trade union law. 

Buying property as an individual and then making a 
decision as the head of the union that the union will buy 
that property at an exorbitant profit to the individual may 
not be against the law. It may not be illegal. But it’s 
against the trade union law. 

Taking the Fifth Amendment, which is part of our basic 


law and is designed to protect the innocent and protect the 
average citizen from being compelled to testify againg 
himself, that, of course, is not illegal. It’s part of the 
basic law and all citizens have a right as citizens to take 
the Fifth Amendment. 

But taking the Fifth Amendment on the question of 
personal corruption in connection with the handling of 
trade union funds, the refusal to give an account of the 
stewardship of those funds, while that: may not be 
against the law, it is against the trade union law and no 
Se nn ee ee 
that Position. 

There is another theory that has been expressed in ‘the 
last few weeks to which I do not subscribe. That's the 
theory that the membership of the various unions have no 
interest in these matters if their pay is good and their 
conditions are good; that they are not interested in some of 
these borrowings and other things, some of these shenani- 
gans with their money; that they are only interested i in their 
pay envelope and their conditions. 

Well, gentlemen, I have a much higher concept of the 


intelligence of the American worker than that. ... 


I believe the American worker is interested in his union 
and that he wants his union run in keeping with the 
tradition of the American labor movement and in com- 
plete keeping with the purpose of the union, which is to 
serve the membership. 


Labor Will Do Its Full Part _| 


.I feel confident that the American trade union move- 
ment is going to do its full part, a little more than its part, 
in eliminating corruption from the ranks of labor... . 

There have been many predictions that these revela- 
tions of union corruption are going to weaken the trade 
union movement. Yes, we know that there are those who 
will use these revelations and these revelations of union 
corruption are going to weaken the trade union move- 
ment. Yes, we know that there are those who will use 
these revelations and these scandals as the basis for fasten- 
ing restrictive anti-labor legislation on labor. They will 


_ try to use these sins of the few to push legislation of that 


type and hypocritically state that their real concern is the 
purity of the trade union movement. 

I contend that the elimination of these corrupt prac- 
tices, no matter how that elimination is accomplished, 
whether by the trade union movement itself or by the 
public authorities, in the final analysis is good for the 
trade union movement and we will profit by it. 


I know the American trade union movement is basically 
sound. I know that it is steeped in the tradition of those 
who founded our movement. I know there are thousands 
upon thousands of dedicated trade union leaders for every 
single crook that is turned up. 

I am confident that in that tradition of American labor 
we will move forward, that these things that are happening 
will serve as a spur for us to work harder than ever before 
so that this movement, dedicated to human justice and 
decency and freedom, will continue to make progress for 
the people it represents and for the nation in which we live. 


Coalition Forces 
Civil Rights Delay 


A Republican-Dixiecrat coalition forced about a four-week delay 


Senate Votes 
For Poultry 
Inspection 


Self-Financing of TVA 
Improvements Urged 


If Congress gives the Tennessee Valley Authority a green light on 
The Senate has approved and sent| its request for self-financing of capital improvements, TVA will be 


in House action on civil rights by postponing Rules Committee hear-|t0 the House a bill to establish} able to prove that it is “paying its way, taxes and all,” according to 


ings until after the Easter congressional recess. 
Rep. Richard Bolling (D-Mo.) moved that the committee take up 
immediately the “compromise” bill recommended by the House 


Judiciary Committee—and actually‘ 


passed last year by the House. 


Opponents Counter. 

Opponents countered with a mo- 
tion to adjourn the committee ses- 
sion. This carried by a 6 to 4 
vote. 

Voting for adjournment — and 
against prompt hearings on the bill 
—were four southern Democrats 
and two Republicans. The latter 
were Rep. Leo Allen (Ill) and Rep. 
Clarence Brown (O.), the two senior 
GOP members. 

Voting against adjournment were 
three Democrats — Bolling, Rep. 


journed session. 

Bolling said that Republican sup- 
port of the postponement “con- 
firmed his suspicion™ of a “deal” 
between the GOP and southern 
Democratic members to rebuild a 
conservative coalition that for 20 
years has blocked or delayed civil 
rights, education and general wel- 
fare measures. 


“Deal” Revived 

First signs of the revived “deal” 
came, Bolling said, when southern 
Democrats a few days earlier joined 
Republicans to defeat a proposed 
investigation of the Eisenhower 
“hard money” policy by Rep. 
Wright Patman (D-Tex.). 

Sen. William F. Knowland 
(R-Calif.), GOP floor leader, 
| categorically Genied any “deal” 
in the Senate to delay civil rights 
action. So did Eastland and Rep. 
Joseph Martin (R-Mass.), House 
GOP leader. 

On the Senate side, the Judiciary 
Committee once more failed to take 
up the parallel “compromise” civil 
rights measure favorably reported 


by a subcommittee headed by Sen. 
Thomas C. Henning, Jr. (D-Mo.). 


mandatory federal inspection of 
poultry and poultry products. 

Inspection before and after 
slaughter, along lines long sought 
by the Meat Cutters, would be re- 
quired under the measure. 

The Senate’s action was hailed by 
that union as “one of the most im- 
portant actions taken by either 
House of Congress in recent dec- 
ades to protect consumers and food 
processing workers.” 


AMCBW Pres. Earl W. Jimer-) 


son and Sec.-Treas. Patrick E. Gor- 
man said in a joint statement that 
the bill’s final enactment would 
“bring a new era for the poultry 
consumer, poultry worker, poultry 
processor and poultry farmer.” 

“The consumer will be assured of 
clean and wholesome poultry,” they 
e| declared. “The poultry worker will 
be spared most of the industrial 
hazards which now give the poultry 
processing industry the third highest 
rank in industrial injuries. And the 
processor and farmer will benefit 
from a rapidly increasing market.” 

The bill puts administration of 
the inspection program in the U.S. 
Dept. of Agriculture, which would 
foot the costs from its regular ap- 
propriations. At present, the cost 
ofa voluntary inspection program 
in which some processors participate 
is paid for by the industry. 


Stanton Smith, president of the 
Tennessee State Labor Council, 
AFL-CIO. 

Testifying before the House 
Flood Control subcommittee, Smith 
recommended enactment of meas- 
ures which would give TVA author- 
ity to finance capital improvements 
and additions, in lieu of appropria- 
tions from Congress. 

Smith, who is also secretary-treas- 
urer of Citizens for TVA, urged 
that the power authority be given a 
flexibility in the administration of 
its affairs comparable to that pos- 
sessed by private power companies. 

“The private power opponents of 
TVA,” he said, “claim (its) low 
rates are made possible by a fed- 
eral subsidy and that the people in 
other sections, through their taxes, 
are paying part of the electric bills 
of the people in the Tennessee 
Valley.” 

On the contrary, he declared, 
TVA not only pays its own way 
“but is a valuable investment .. . 
which will continue to pay hand- 
some profits into the U.S. Treasury 
many years after it has paid back 
all the federal investment in power 
facilities.” 

The Tennessee labor leader said 
that TVA’s electric power program 
receives the most attention because 


it has demonstrated how electric 
power can be produced at low cost, 
and thus has served as “an effective 
check on rates charged by privately- 
owned power companies.” 

He reminded the subcommittee 
that the “TVA concept embraces 
much more than electric power,” 
pointing out that it has also relieved 
flood damage and provided for 
navigation. “The principal signifi- 
cance of TVA,” he said, “lies in the 
fact that it is an integrated, planned 
development of the resources of a 
river basin.” 


Unity House Set - 
For 38th Season 


New York—Unity House, 
the nationally famous resort 
operated by the Intl. Ladies 
Garment Workers’ Union in 
Pennsylvania’s Pocono Moun- 
tains, is accepting reservations 
for its 38th season. 

Detailed information on 
accommodations including 
special bungalows for fam- 
ilies and the free day camp 
for children can be obtained 
by writing Unity House, 
ILGWU, 1710 Broadway, 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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Ray Madden (ind.) and Rep. Thom- c 
as P. O'Neill (Mass.)—and Rep. F 
Hugh Scott (R-Pa.). 
Chairman Howard Smith (D- 
Va.) announced thereafter that he 
would allow hearings Apr. 29, 
when Congress returns from its 
recess. He was opposed to the 
rights bill, he said, but “two- 
thirds” of the committee favored 
it and it could not be “blocked.” ‘ 
Bolling pointed out that as 2 
result of the delay the bill probably 
could not reach the floor before . 
May 13-— five weeks after the ad- 
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- Page Five 


_ trast to the hectic, turbulent UAW 


UAW Okays Watchdog’ = Body 


Shorter Work-Week Top 
UAW °58. Contract Goal 


(Continued from Page 1) 
practices gave strong support to the 
AFL-CIO’s various moves to clean 
up areas of corruption in the labor 
movement. 

It pledged support to the Mc- 
Clellan committee of the Senate 
“as long as it continues to expose 
corruption and racketeering in 
the labor movement.” It urged the 
committee to probe with “equal 
fervor” the alliances in some in- 
dustries between corrupt labor 
leaders, gangsters and crooked 
employers and endorsed the offer 
of UAW officers to appear volun- 
tarily before the committee with 
the UAW’s financial and other 
records. 

In his keynote address to the con- 
vention, Reuther hailed the AFL- 
CIO Executive Council’s suspension 
of Vice-Pres. Dave Beck, and 
added: 

“American labor had better roll 
up its sleeves, get the stiffest broom 
and brush it can find, and the 
strongest soap and disinfectant— 
and take on the job of cleaning its 
own house from top to bottom. 

“If we don’t clean our own house, 
then the reactionaries will clean it 
for us, but they won’t use a broom 
—they’ll use an axe, and they'll try 
to destroy the labor movement in 
the process.” 

The AFL-CIO’s determination to 
rid labor of corruption was under- 
scored by the speech of Pres. 
George Meany, all of it addressed 
to the question of ethical practices. 
(See separate story page 1 and ex- 
cerpts of speech page 4.) 

Court of Review~ 


The public review board estab- 
lished by the UAW will act as a 
court of final review for members 
appealing from local or interna- 
tional union disciplinary action. 
They will have the right to take 
their appeals either to the conven- 
tion or to the review board. 

The board’s decisions will be 
final and binding on all cases 
brought to it. It will have, in 
addition, the right to deal with 
matters “related to alleged viola- 
tion of any AFL-CIO Ethical 
Practices Codes and any ad- 
ditional such codes that may be 
adopted by the UAW.” 

While a few delegates protested 
turning over these powers to an out- 
side group, on the basis that the 
union in the past had been able to 
deal fairly with the problem, the 
overwhelming majority—estimated 
by Pres. Reuther at 97 percent— 
voted for creation of the board. 

Named to serve on it were: Rabbi 
Morris Adler of Detroit; Msgr. 
George Higgins of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference; Clark 
Kerr, chancellor of the University 
of California; Prof. Edwin Witte, 
veteran liberal from the University 
of Wisconsin; Judge Wade McCree 
of Detroit; Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam of Washington; and a seventh 
member to be elected by the UAW 
board. 

Pres. Milton Eisenhower of Johns 
Hopkins University, a brother of 
Pres. Eisenhower, voiced strong 
Tegrets that his present schedule of 
work did not permit his acceptance 
of a UAW invitation to join the 
group. 

Debate Is Orderly 
The convention was in sharp con- 


assemblies of a decade or more ago, 
when sharp conflict and highly in- 
volved parliamentarianism pre- 
vailed. 

While debate was at times vigor- 
ous, it was always orderly. Many 
of the floor speakers were young, 
and some of the “freshman dele- 
gates” confessed to mike fright and 


Mrs. Roosevelt 
New UAW Member 


Atlantic City, N. J.—Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt was named 
a lifetime honorary member 
of the Auto Workers by a | 
unanimous standing vote of 


“Mrs. Roosevelt has long been 
a working, dues-paying mem- 
ber of the Newspaper Guild. 
The honorary membership in 
the UAW will require no dues 
payments. 

In a speech to the conven- 
tion, Mrs. Roosevelt called 
for a better sense of leader- 
ship by the U.S. in the United 
Nations. 

Singer Marian Anderson, 
who appeared at the conven- 
tion, also was elected to life- 
time honorary membership 
following her performance. 


throng that filled the Atlantic City | F3 ns, F ee oe Be PU — uh 
MORE THAN 3,000 DELEGATES to the Auto Workers convention in Atlantic City, N. J., are shown 


auditorium. 

Discussion and resolutions ranged 
over a wide area, from the effect of 
the H-bomb on the future of human 
civilization to the question of pro- 
viding two-year terms for local offi- 
cers—a proposal that carried. 

‘ Both the resolution and Reuther’s 
opening speech stressed the point 
that the H-bomb and the intercon- 
tinental ballistics missile have 
brought foreign policy “to our very 
doorsteps.” 

“There are no defenses against 
the H-bomb,” Reuther empha- 
sized. “The only adequate defense 
+. is peace, unconditional peace 
in the world. 

“We do not want to live our 
lives in tunnels and in dug-outs. 
We want to live in the bright sun- 
shine of a free world of peace,” 
Reuther added. 

One of the convention’s strong- 
est resolutions raked the Admin- 
istration’s refusal to halt price in- 
flation,; and the propaganda cam- 
paign designed to blame labor’s 
wage increases for the rise in 
prices. 

It called again for a congres- 
sional probe of wage-price-profits 
and hailed Sen. Kefauver’s anti- 
trust subconimittee for looking into 
price policies in basic industries 
dominated by giant corporations. 

Officers Re-Elected 


Support was voted for a proposed 
law requiring corporations control- 
ing 20 percent or 25 percent of an 
industry to defend contemplated 
price increases before a federal gov- 
ernment agency, so that the public 
“would have the means to deter- 
mine for itself whether or not the 
price increase was justified.” 

Another policy statement blasted 
the Administration’s foreign policy 
and charged Pres. Eisenhower and 
Sec. of State John Foster Dulles 
with “lack of direction and fumb- 
ling” which has weakened the At- 
lantic Alliance and the unity of the 
free world. 

The moral standing of the U.S. 
in the world struggle against com- 
munism and colonialism has been 
weakened, the UAW said, through 
failure to help the anti-Commanist 
revolt in Hungary, catering to feu- 
dal dictators in the middle east and 
“temporizing” with colonialism. 

We need more “diplomats in 
overalls” and fewer in “striped 
pants” who can talk “to people of 
the world about their basic prob- 
lems,” Reuther declared. Instead, 
he asserted, Sec. Dulles “has taken 
us from crisis to crisis and from 
brink to brink.” 

Reuther, Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey 
and the union’s four vice presidents 


confusion in addressing the huge 


were re-elected without opposition. 


listening to the keynote address of Pres. Walter P. Reuther, before tackling a heavy agenda which in- 
cluded creating a public review board, voting a 50-cent-a-month dues hike, and approving initial 
plans for a reduced work-week with increased take-home pay. 


Meany Pledges Labor Will Meet 
Problem of Corruption ‘Head On’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Reuther, “the wholehearted sup- 
port and cooperation of the lead- 
ership and membership of the 
UAW.” In turn, Meany expressed 
confidence that the UAW would | 
“play its full part” under Reu- 
ther’s “dynamic leadership.” 

Meany cited the AFL-CIO Con- 
stitution’s mandate to protect the 
labor movement from “any and all 
corrupt influences.” 

“That’s our job,” he said. 
“whether the district attorney or 
the grand jury moves or not. This 
is still our job. 

“Whether management is in- 
volved doesn’t make any differ- 
ence,” he said, “and provides us 
with no excuse not to do our job.” 


Lists Violations 


Meany ticked off a list of prac- 
tices which he suggested may or 
may not be illegal, but which he 
said are in violation of trade union 
law. 

He cited such actions as bor- 
rowing money, without interest 
and without the knowledge of 
the membership, from union 
treasuries; buying property as an 
individual and then, as a union 
officer making a decision to buy 
that property with union funds 
at an exorbitant profit; using the 
Fifth Amendment on the ques- 
tion of personal corruption in 
connection with the handling of 
trade union funds. 

Newsmen later asked Meany 
whether he had Dave Beck, head 
of the Teamsters, in mind during 
the speech. Meany replied that 
the newsmen have been able to 
read the papers during the past 
few weeks—when Beck was in the 
witness chair at the McClellan 
committee hearings. 

Meany also took issue with the 
“theory” that so long as rank-and- 
file workers are getting good pay, 
they’re not interested in such 
“shenanigans.” 

“{ have:a much higher concept 
of the intelligence of the Ameri-| ; 
can worker than that,”. Meany as- 
serted. 

“I think the American worker 


is interested in his union and has; 


extent, been successful in building 
up his standard of life and of work, 
it cannot very long continue to 


convention. 

One campaign is to try to con- 
vince the American public that all 
union Officials are “corrupt labor 
bosses.” The second, Hayes said, 
is to blame labor’s wage increases 
as the only reason for inflation. 

Skillfully Exploited 

“Carefully cultivated public mis- 
understanding of the facts,” is being 
“skillfully exploited” by labor’s op- 
position, Hayes, who is chairman 
of the AFL-CIO Ethical Practices 
Committee, told the delegates. 

The nature of the attacks, he 
said, makes two things “glaringly 
obvious.” 

1—“The responsibility of to- 
day’s labor official extends far 
beyond the immediate member- 
ship which he represents.” 

2—*“The labor movement has 
a tremendous job of education to 
do to offset the publicity efforts of 
its opposition.” 

Pres. Joseph Beirne of the Com- 
‘munications Workers, another con- 
vention speaker, stressed the same 
theme of education and community 
renquasibiiiy ne the nation’s 
unions, 

Commenting on the progress | of 


telephone industry, Beirne noted 
that while the engineers and chem- 
ists are “perfecting the new tech- 
niques and developing the new ma- 
chines,” the “social engineer has 
been asleep.” 

Thus, he said, the role of the 
union becomes important in work- 
ing out the “terrifically big prob- 
lems” of greater leisure and im- 
proved security. 


Criticizes Column 


intelligence enough to know that 
even if the union has, to some 


_ ber of the UAW’s new public re- 


Msgr. George Higgins—a mem- 


serve him in that capacity if it is 
under the corrupt influence of cor 
rupt officials.” 


Hayes Warns Labor Must 
Be Wary of Propaganda 


Atlantic City, N. J.—Labor must be on guard against a two- 
pronged anti-union propaganda campaign designed to weaken its 
effectiveness, Pres. Al J. Hayes of the Machinists told the UAW 
> 


automation, a potent factor in the. 


view board—voiced sharp criticism 
of a column by Raymond Moley in 
Newsweek, and of a statement by 
Mayor Cobo of Detroit. 

Both had ridiculed the new board 
as a “hand-picked group” who will 
serve as a “rubber stamp.” 


Moley is “crazy as a loon” if 
he thinks the group intends to 
“give its official blessing” to 
everything the UAW officers do 
now or in the future, Msgr. Hig- 
gins said. ; 

Thanks U.S. Unions 


Anna Kethly, Minister of State 
in the Hungarian government of 
Imre Nagy that was overthrown by 
Russian guns, voiced thanks for 
“the friendship and solidarity which 
America’s free trade unions have 
shown us.” 

She called for the UN to apply 
moral pressure “until a solution 
of the Hungarian question is 
reached,” and voiced hope that mil- 
lions of signatures would be placed 
on petitions being circulated by the 
Workers Defense League in sup- 
port of the Hungarian people. 


“Please,” Miss Kethly pleaded, 
“do not let your conscience be- 
come indifferent. The voices of 
protest must be so loud that even 
the powers-that-be in Moscow 
and Budapest will not be able to 
withstand them.” — 

Other speakers included Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam of the Meth- 
odist church, who received a UAW 
Freedom Award; Rabbi Morris . 
Adler of Detroit; Miss Marion An- 
derson, the famous singer, who 
spoke to the delegates and followed 
by singing a number of songs; and, 
Pres. David Dubinsky of the Ladies 


Garment Workers. 
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No Flash in the Pan 


yey FIGHT against corruption is no flash in the pan; fed only} 


by the day’s headlines from the McClellan committee. 
Pres. Meany, addressing the Auto Workers convention, empha- 
_ sized that labor's fight is based far more on the fact that corruption 
is “wrong” than on the demands of public opinion—in and out of 
the trade union movement. 
~The constitution of the AFL-CIO, with its firm statement of 
intention to keep labor free of racketeering and corruption, to- 
gether with the ethical practices codes, form a body of “trade 
union law” which does not permit tolerance of evil practices. 
That “trade union law,” as Pres. Meany interprets it, requires 
action against wrong-doers regardless of what action the government, 


under its own legal procedures, may decide to do. Most union men 
will agree with that interpretation. 


Thus, the Auto Workers, with a long record of-stern resistance to 
corrupt forces, have taken steps designed to protect their union— 
and the rights of individual members—even more carefully in the 
future. In creating a public review board of seven leading citizens 
as an independent watch-dog group, the UAW has reassured its 
members that their union will continue to be decently and honestly 
governed, ; 

Other unions undoubtedly will act in their own way, in the 
light of their own needs. The net effect, it seems certain, will be 
to strengthen and improve the structure and spirit of democra 
throughout the labor movement. .. 


‘Eeonomy Move? 
T’S UNWISE, maintains Pres. Eisenhower, “to make education 
too cheap. If everything is provided freely, there is a tendency to 
put no value on anything. Education must always have a price on 
He owe” 3 
Wonder if Pres. Eisenhower will suggest, next year, that West 
Point start charging tuition for army cadets. 
In addition to everything else, the money would help balance the 


federal budget! 
Big Talker 


ary J. TAYLOR—the fast-talking, reactionary radio com- 
mentator—has been selected as the next U.S. ambassador to 
Switzerland. 

Sponsored by General Motors, Taylor used to deliver what he 
liked to call a commentary and what other people thought was a 
15-minute commercial; its theme: that big business could do no 
wrong, that labor and Pres. Truman’s administration could do no 
right. | | 

Taylor’s radio programs had pretty low audience measurement 
rating. Maybe he can do better in Switzerland. Or perhaps he’ll 
just be regarded as one more yodeler. ... 


Official Weekly Publication 
of the 
American Federation of Labor ~ 
and Congress of Industrial Organizations 
GEORGE MEANY, President 
WILLIAM F. ScHNITZLER, Secretary-Treasurer 


Executive Council 


Walter P. Reuther George M. Harrison Harry C. Bates 
Wm. C. Birthright James B. Carey Wm. C. Doherty 
David Dubinsky Chas. J. MacGowan” David J. McDonald 
Emil Rieve Herman Winter Wm. L. McFetridge 
James C. Petrillo Joseph Curran Dave Beck * 

M. A. Hutcheson A. J. Hayes L. S. Buckmaster 
Jacob Potofsky Joseph D. Keenan A. Philip Randolph 
Richard F. Walsh Joseph A. Beirne Lee W. Minton - 
O. A. Knight James A. Suffridge 

* Suspended 


Executive Committee: George Meany, Walter P. Reuther, George 
M. Harrison, James B. Carey, Harry C. Bates, David J. McDonald, 
David Dubinsky, William F. Schnitzler. 

Director of Publications: Henry C. Fleisher 

Managing Editor: Saul Miller 

Assistant Editors: Eugene Kelley, Gervase N. Love, Milton Plumb, 

Hollace Ransdell, Willard’Shelton, R. J. Wentworth 
Circulation Manager: Bernard R. Mullady 
Assistant: Alfred L. Motley 

AFL-CIO Headquarters: 815 Sixteenth St. N. W., 

: Washington 6, D. C. 

Telephone: NAtional 8-3870 


Subscriptions: $2 a year; 10 or more, $1.50 a year. 
Vol. 1 


APRIL 13, 1957 No. 15 


The American Federation of Labor and Congress of In- 
dustriai Organizations does not accept paid advertising in oy 
of its official publications. No one is authorized to solic 
advertising for any publication in the name of the AFL-CIO. 


‘He’s Handy with a Knife, Too’ 


—————————— 


Debate on HEW Budget Reveals 
House Needs More ‘Bricklayers’ 


As the House was debating appropriations for the 
Labor. Dept. and the Health, Education and Welfare 
Dept., a freshman member, Rep. Emmet F. Byrne 
(R-Ill.), in his maiden speech made an unusual per- 
sonal attack on Rep. John Fogarty (D-R.I.), chairman 
of the subcommittee that had reported the money bill. 
Fogarty, as Byrne pointed out, formerly was “a brick- 
layer.’ Fogarty and Rep. Charles A. Wolverton 
(R-N.J.) replied. Here are excerpts from the debate: 


Mr. BYRNE of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, this is my 


.| first voyage to the well of the House. So, if I make 


any mistakes, I hope you will bear with me, and I 
have been listening patiently to the chairman of this 
Committee on Appropriations for the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. 

I have been listening to the gentleman from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Focarty]—if I say “Rock Island,” try 
to be patient. I want to talk about the gentleman 
from that wonderful state of Rhode Island. 

Time after time he has been talking, and every 
time he points to the Republican side. I would as- 
sume, that by word, innuendo, and veiled threats, 
telling us, “Don’t you do this. If you try to do this 
you will do the wrong thing... .” 


Tirade Against Fogarty 

That is the inference, is it not? My worthy col- 
league, is that it? You do not have to reply now. 
I have not given you the time. I am only asking you 
a question and you can get time to reply later. You 
are chairman of the committee. I have some other 
things I want to tell you before I sit down. 

I sat back there and listened to you and I was 
trying to analyze what you were. I was trying to 
figure out whether you were a lawyer. For a while 
I thought you were. 

Then I listened to you talk a little longer and 
then I said, “Maybe he is a businessman.” “No,” I 
said, “he is not a businessman.” All this time I was 
talking to myself. Then I went back there and 
I asked him, and I found out you are a bricklayer. 
You are a leader in the bricklayers union. | 

Do not think I am criticizing bricklayers, because 
you belong to an honorable profession. Some of my 
best friends back in Chicago are bricklayers. 

What do you think my father was? He was a 
member of organized labor. For 30 years an electri- 
cal worker. You do not have a chance to answer 
me yet. 


My worthy colleagues, or some of them, said all , 


of the President’s appropriations to this time—and 
when you talk here in the well of the House about 
children, it seems to me that the worthy gentleman 
from Rhode Island should be reminded that I raised 
eight children without any help from the govern- 


ment... 


Mr. FOGARTY, Mr. Chairman, I want to answer 
the gentleman’s questions. The answer to the first 
question he raised is this: The only thing I am trying 
to do is to have you and your colleagues live up to the 
promises that were made by you and your party in 
the last campaign and not renege on the promises 
you made in the last campaign by following the Re- 
publican leadership in this House and cutting these 
appropriations as you. have been doing during the 
past week. ... 

Now as for the second question the gentleman 
raised, it did not take me long to ascertain what 


profession my distinguished friend from Illinois rep- 


resented. 


It has often been said that we have too many law- 
yers in politics, but I would never make that state- 
ment myself. I have, however, always wanted to let 
everybody know, I may say to my distinguished friend 
from Illinois, that it does not make any difference to 
me what a person’s station in life might be. 

When they ask me what mine was I have always 
been proud to say I was a bricklayer. I was a 
bricklayer for 10 years and I will always be proud 
of it no matter how you seek to belittle bricklayers 
or anyone else who earns his bread by the sweat 
of his brow. 

There is one trait in my nature which the record 
will show ran through my career as a bricklayer and 
my career as a member of Congress as well. That 
trait is being honest with my fellow workers and 
employers when I was a bricklayer and being honest 
with my colleagues and constituents as a member of 
this body. 

Consistent Positions 

I did not whistle one tune during my campaign for 
office arid another on the floor here today, as a great 
many are doing on the other side of the aisle. And it 
is entirely possible that the consistent positions I 
have taken in regard to legislation like this is due 
to my association with bricklayers and others who 
work with their hands. 

Mr. WOLVERTON. Mr. Chairman, On the basis 
of what I have observed over a period of nearly 31 
years, I want to say to you with all the sincerity of 
which I am capable, that I have never seen a chair- 
man of any Appropriations Subcommittee come be- 
fore this House so well prepared, so able to answer 
the questions that have been raised, or give more 
sufficient reasons and justification for the acts of his 
committee than the gentleman from Rhode Island 
[Mr. Focarty]. x, 

We have been informed that in his early days he 
was trained as a bricklayer. As a result of the fine 
work he has done as chairman of this subcommittee 
I say to you, let us get more bricklayers in the House. 
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New Medical Center Operatin 


A hew concept of medical care for workers and 
their families is off to a booming start in Philadel- 
phia, thanks to the pioneering efforts of the Central 
Labor Union. 


Now more than 52,000 members — and their 
dependents — of 28 unions have at their disposal 
a new $1.5 million, four-story, glass and marble 
Medical Service Plan Health Center where out- 
standing personnel and equipment is as good as 
any in the world. It was dedicated six weeks ago, 
and already is operating full time. 


The union members and those who depend on 
them don’t have to. wait until they fall ill before 
utilizing the skills and services which are available 
to them. At virtually any time they can make ar- 
rangements for a thorough-going physical examina- 
tion as the basis for a program of preventive medi- 


COMPLETE BLOOD ANALYSIS is another part of the physical checkup available to union mem- 
bers. Kay Rosenberg is drawing blood from Cavanaugh’s arm, while Terry Grives uses a microscope. 


See naneeenee. SS 


INSTRUCTIONS ARE NEEDED by patients because some of the machines are so complex. Here 
Mrs. Driscoll is told by Dolores Price what to expect during an electro-encephalogram test. 


DIATHERMY TREATMENT for ailing shoulder was only one of the services 
James Cavanaugh, of the State, County & Municipal Workers, received when he 
“went through” organized labor’s new $1.5 million Medical Service Plan Health 
Center in Philadelphia. Easing his “pain” is Marjorie Voedisch. 


IN ONE OF THE MOST MODERN X-ray departments in the country, Cava- 
naugh is seen being prepared for a photo of his arm by Selma Salkin. The health 
center safeguards the health of more than 52,000 members of 28 unions and their 
dependents with the finest equipment and personnel available. 
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cine intended to head off minor ailments before * 
they become major sicknesses. , E 

The photographs on this page show some of the | 
experiences a union member goes through when : 
he visits the health center, which is conveniently ; 
located in the central city area. James Cavanaugh, 
a member of the State, County & Municipal Work- 
ers, is a prison guard. Mrs. Gertrude Driscoll, who 
is shown utilizing the center’s services as a depend- 
ent of her husband, a member of the Plasterers, 
is a housewife. 

The thoroughness of their tests and examinations 
is typical of how far modern medicine must range 
in its unending task of maintaining the people’s 
health. It is typical, too, of what a member may 
expect from his trade union in an age when the 
union looks beyond its original basic functions of 
organizing and collective bargaining. 


BLOOD PRESSURE check is a routine part of the physical exami- 
nation at the Philadelphia labor health center. Carrying out this 
important function for Cavanaugh is Carol Chaney. 


ee 


pone 


RECEPTION DESK scene shows Margaret Beyer (left) checking 
in Mrs. Gertrude Driscoll, whose husband is a member of the Plas- 
terers Union, while Cavanaugh waits his turn. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C, SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 1957 


THE NEW HOME of Auto Workers Local 770 in Brooklyn, named “Unity House” like international 
union headquarters in Detroit, has been opened as a neighborhood center as well as a focal point of the 
local’s activities. Seen at the opening reception are (left to right) UAW Reg. Dir. Charles Kerrigan; 
Brooklyn Borough Pres. John Cashmore; Ilene Woods, TV and radio star who served as “Miss Unity 
House;” and Pres. John A. Mackie and Executive Vice Pres. oe. F. Hallinan, both of ‘Local 770. 


How to Buy: 


‘ 


Home Repairs Good Investment 


By Sidney Margolius . 
CCORDING to the 1957 survey of consumer 
finances by the Federal Reserve Board and the 
University of Michigan Survey Research Center, 
fewer people expect to buy houses this year, but more 
plan home improvements and renovations. The build- 
ing industry itself is staging what it calls “Operation 
Home’ Improve- 
ment.” 
Undoubtedly, 
modernization of 


investment for 
wage-earning fam- 
ilies because of the 
increasingly higher 
prices of new 
houses. 

Construction costs 
went up 5 percent 
last year and are ris- 
ing again this year. 
In general a house that cost $11,000 to build in the 
1947-49 period, this spring costs an estimated 
$14,000. 

While labor costs are often blamed for higher 
prices, it’s revealing to observe that the 5 percent 
increase on all types of construction was noticeably 
more than 3.8 percent raise in construction workers’ 
wage rates, without even considering the normal 
increase in productivity, 


But while modernization is worthwhile, it has 
Making Ends Meet: 


’ often been a financial trap for families enticed by 
easy FHA modernization loans into paying un- 
necessary high prices and sometimes getting very 
shoddy work. m 

Get at least three written estimates on any impor- 
tant modernization job, specifying exactly what will 
be done, and inspect work the contractors did for 
other families. 

Families planning modernizations this summer will 
find that in general prices of lumber are lower this 
year; cement, paint and heating equipment are 
higher, except for copper tubing which-is down 10-15 
percent; bathroom fixtures and kitchen sinks are ap- 
proximately the same price as last year. 

Heating and plumbing are two of the most im- 
portant, and also costliest, modernization projects, 
and thus need careful planning and shopping. For 
hot-water systems, experts consider baseboard 
units most satisfactory. They save floor space since 
the heating unit replaces the wooden baseboard, 
are simple to install, give even heat, and actually 
cost less to buy for the same amount of radiation 
than standing convectors or radiators. 

Plumbing renovations that require new piping are 
expensive if walls and ceilings must be opened to 
expose the pipes. New additions to the plumbing 
system such as a second bath, should be placed close 
to existing facilities to share water and waste lines 
and vent stacks. 

Least-expensive way to get the most visible results 
in modernizing plumbing is with new bathroom and 
kitchen fixtures. Toilets, sinks and often bathtubs 
can be replaced with no change in piping. Modern 
fixtures will often save space or provide extra storage 


space in bathroom and kitchen as well as improve 


appearance. 
«Copyright 1957 by Sidney Margolius) 


‘Time Buying Hazardous at Best 


By Nancy Pratt 
OW can you “enjoy life on the installment plan”? 


Last month, Cosmopolitan magazine carried an - 


article, entitled, “How Good is Your Credit.” Ac- 
cording to the article, you were ready to “enjoy life 
on the installment plan” if you could answer “yes” 
to only three out of 15 questions consumers typically 
ask . themselves be- 
fore making an in- 
staliment purchase. 
The three ques- 


tions were: 
1—Will you be 
able to meet the 


payments for con- 
templated purchases 
out of your present 
income? 

- 2-—Can you rea- 
sonably expect to 
continue in your job 
for the duration of 
the payment period? 

3—Wwill you be 
ready to handle all 
predictable major expenses such as taxes, insurance 
premiums and hospital bills that you know are 
coming? 


These are certainly important questions that every 
prospective installment buyer ought to consider. 
Cosmopolitan has missed the point of installment 
buying. 

To be really sure you will enjoy life on the in- 
stallment plan, consumers should ask, “Can I 
afford the purchase?” rather than “Can I meet the 
payments?” 

Some families have the illusion that Siecle on 
time is almost like getting something for nothing. 
They sign up for a set of payments without any 
realistic notion of what they are getting into. 

Before committing yourself to installment charges, 
check on other ways of financing. If you are a mem- 
ber of a credit union, you might save money by 
taking out a credit union loan and paying cash to the 
store. . 

Also take a careful look at the small print in the 
installment contract. In addition to the cost of 
credit charges, you should check additional charges 
for investigation fees and default or delinquency 
charges. 


An installment contract binds you legally. Unless 
you read the small print in the contract, you may 
find yourself committed to more than you bargained 
for. 


Remember: To enjoy life on or off the installment 
plan you need to have sufficient cash income left over 
from monthly payments to pay your food bills! 


for-this industry. 


Hollywood Observer; 


Letters—We Get Lots © 


n Lots of Letters 


-By Paul Patrick 


FJOLLXWoor— Ine every life a little rain must fall and so we 
can’t escape answering certairi recent letters. 

From Des Moines, Ia.: Don’t try to kid us. You write about the 
Academy Award Oscars as if they meant something but I’ve just 
read a report by another columnist who says they’re crooked, rigged 
and a gyp on the general public—MRS. HAZEL S. 

Dear Hazel: First, I question 
if any reputable columnist wrote 
just what you think he (or she) 
did. He may have condemned 
some of the pressure methods 
used to drum up votes for vari- 
ous contenders. 


I’ve worked in Hollywood in 
a position to know for quite a 
few years longer than I care to 
think of right now, and I assure 
you, Madame, I’ve never, repeat ~ 
never, seen anything to indicate 
that the Academy Awards are 
“crooked, rigged and a gyp.” 
It just isn’t possible. 


Around 1,700 different in- 
dividuals, members of the acad- 
emy, participate by secret mail 
ballot in final voting on the 
awards. The academy awards 
represent the honest collective 
judgment of the workers and 
artists on achievements of their 
fellows in the motion picture in- 
industy. They are the finest 
single public relations medium 


“Liz Taylor 


kk * 

From San Diego, Calif.: How do I become a motion picture 
actress? That’s all I want to do. I’m 21, considered pretty, am 
5 feet 2 inches and 234 pounds. BETTY L. 

Dear Betty: Sorry. This department does not distribute vocational 
information. You might try weighing the problem. 

x * * 

From Salt Lake City, Utah: Ha! Ha! I guess there weren't 
enough of you “King and I” lovers to swing the eunemy vote. 
Give me a good western any time. BILL J. 

Dear Bill: If Mike Todd gets the idea you’re calling his Oscar- 
winning “Around the World in 80 Days” a western, he’s liable to 
take that tiara away from wifey Elizabeth Taylor and then produce 
a musical based on the life of Brigham Young. (On second thought, 
maybe that’s an idea that could be sold to M. Todd.) While I en- 
joyed “Around the World” tremendously, I still think “The King 
‘and I” one of the finest movies I’ve ever seen. 

+. 2 @ 

From Providence, R. I.: I have a complaint. Why don’t you 
review all the motion pictures, not just those you intensely like or 
dislike? MISS MARY S. 

Dear Mary: If the editors would turn over the entire paper to me, 
I'd be delighted to do as you wish. But having suffered under many 
editors for many years, I’m not expecting them suddenly to lose 


their horns and tail and cloven hooves. 


* * 2 

From Brownsville, Tex.: So both you and Walter Winchell are 
praising “Heaven Knows, Mr. Allison.” Who paid you off and why 
don’t you lay off these religious pictures? E. S. H. 

Dear E. S. H.: Aw! Go soak your... . Aw! Go see the picture 
and then attempt to be fair. 

kk * 

From Tacoma, Wash.: Why don’t you Hollywood people stop put- 
ting those horrible old movies on television? MRS. ROBERT T. 

Dear Mrs. Robert T.: You're talking my language but neither of 
us can do anything about it. Best and simplest solution is to stop 
looking at them and go see the new, great motion pictures in your 
local theatres. 

xk * 

From New York, N. Y.: How about giving us the lowdown on sin 
in Hollywood? JIM B. 

Dear Jim: Now see here, if you want sin, don’t waste carfare to 
Hollywood. There’s just as much in New York—or has human 
nature changed that much there? But there was a time—oh, well! 
Let’s leave that for another day and another column. 

* 

(Letters to Paul Patrick may be addressed to 7750 Sunset Boule- 
vard, Hollywood 46, Calif., or care of AFL-CIO NEWS, “eee 
ton 6, D. C.) 

x &2 

THE MAHARAJAH OF MYSORE in India has gifted Actor 

Sabu with a five-week-old elephant which is being flown to. Holly- 


wood to appear in a new television film series, “Sabu,” being made 


by Interstate Television at Allied Artists studio. When the’ series 
is completed, Producer Maurice Duke will send Sabu and his baby 
elephant on a nationwide tour and offer the animal as a prize in 
a nationwide contest. 
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Same OldSeries Foes 
Picked in the Majors 


By Joe Miller 


T looks as if the jukebox will be playing an old familiar baseball 
i record next October: 

Yanks and Bums will take it all; same old series teams next fall. 

Bad verse aside, practically every diamond forecaster in business 
; picking New York and Brooklyn to meet again in the World Series. 
But this year there will be new and dangerous contenders for the 
crowns of laurel adorning the classic brows of Casey Stengel and 
the Dodgers’ Walter Alston. - 

Most major league correspondents can’t see how any teams can 
sop either New York or Brooklyn. But they envision Cincinnati 
jooming as a real threat in the National, along with Milwaukee, while 
Detroit—under its new skipper, Jack Tighe—will be a new factor in 
the American. 

Experienced baseball writers in the recently published Baseball 
Yearbook are in accord. They rate the big league races like ‘this: 


_ American League National League 
1—New York 5—Boston 1—Brooklyn 5—Pittsburgh 
2—Detroit 6—Baltimore 2—Cincinnati 6—Chicago 


3Cleveland 7—Kansas City 3—Milwaukee 7—Philadelphia 
4—Chicago 8—Washington 4—St. Louis 8—New York 

In both leagues the above generally follows the form charts of 
the last few years, with the exceptions of the Pirates’ rise and the 
Giants’ fall. Of the two top-rated clubs, the Yankees are believed 
even stronger than last year’s champions, while the Dodgers hope 
that the return of Johnny Podres and several bright rookies will make 
up for the loss of sparkplug Jackie Robinson. 

There may be upsets during the long campaigns, but on one point 
everybody agrees; World Series opponents won’t be the Washington 
Senators and the New York Giants. Both are picked for last. 


FARM SYSTEMS PAY OFF 


2 ue on baseball, if you’ve ever wondered what it takes to 
make a club click today, take a close look at the National 


. 


League’s two top contenders, Brooklyn and Cincinnati. 

case the answer is simple: a strong farm system. 

The Dodgers, for instance, operate more minor-league teams than 
any other club in baseball—19 in all. 

It isn’t cheap, General Manager Buzzy Bavasi admits, but look at 
the results it has produced. Bavasi contends that “farming” has 
been responsible for six pennants, four seconds, and one third since 
World War II. 

__ Statistics tell an interesting story. Of the 172 players on Dodger 
rosters since 1946, a whopping 165 of them came from the farms. 
And the roll call reads like a baseball Who’s Who—Gil Hodges, 
Jackie Robinson, Duke Snider, Junior Gilliam, Don Newcombe, 
Roy Campanella, Carl Erskine, Johnny Podres and other Dodger 
heroes, 

With the old Brook stalwarts starting to fade, fresh talent is on 
the way from the farm clubs to replace the Robinsons and Reeses. 
“We've got enough good prospects now to keep us contenders for 
years to come,” says Bavasi. 

Cincinnati is a later comer to “farming,” but the Redlegs’ phe- 
nomenal rise indicates how it is paying off. When Gabe Paul be- 
came Cincinnati’s general manager in 1951, the first thing he did 
was to begin building a strong farm system—even though everyone 
in baseball was retrenching at the time. 

The gamble paid off in 1956 when the Redlegs surged to within 
two games of the NL flag. The players who led them there—and 
also produced the first million-plus attendance in Cincy history— 
were farmhands: Gus Bell, Roy Mobfilian, Ed Bailey, and Johnny 
Temple. 

Over in the American, essentially the same is true of the Yankees. 
Mickey Mantle, Yogi Berra, Billy Martin, Eiston Howard, Don Lar- 
sen, Whitey Ford and Andy Carey, among others, were farm 
products. 

What does this prove? Roughly this: Big-league owners can do 
the game more good by putting more money into minor-league farms 
—and less into the bonus grab-bag. 


Labor-Management Agree 
On Alcoholism Prevention 


Chicago—Labor and management find an area of agreement in 
their joint efforts to help the alcoholic, Dir. Leo Perlis of the AFL- 
ClO Community Service Activities told the annual convention of 
the National Council on Alcohol-® 


Soup to Nonsense: 


In each} 


ism. 

Perlis made a lad for use of the 
“five R’s”*in the fight for preven- 
tion of alcoholism. These, he said, 
Were: recognize, respect, refer, re- 
claim and readjust. 

Commenting on an announced 
Toundup of “winos and vagrants” 
by Pittsburgh police recently, Perlis 
declared: “The winos are no more 


people who build skid row than. 


the dead build the cemeteries.” 
Alcoholism is not only an indi- 
vidual disease, he went on, it is also 
a social disease. 
The point of all discussion, 


Perlis said, “is not only how do we 
help the alcoholic help himself to 
health—emotional and physical— 
but what do we do to prevent 
society from driving one to drink?” 

Labor and management have a 
great deal to offer, he continued. 
“By working together for the bene- 
fit of people we can help to create 
satisfying jobs for workers at de- 
cent wages under wholesome con- 
ditions and we can help develop 
better and more community facil- 
ities for all citizens. This will be 
a notable contribution in the fight 
for the prevention of alcoholism.” 


Infant's Mind a 


By Jane Goodsell 


UR baby’s toys are well designed . 
To build her strength, ps ah her mind, 

To kindle her imagination 

And foster art appreciation. 


She has a huge, enormous box 

Containing gaily 
covered blocks. 

They’re brightly 
lettered from 
A to Z 

To promote her 
mental precocity. 


She has some little 
wooden trains. 
To keep her busy 
when it rains. 
There’s an engine 
in front, a caboose 
behind. 
Designed to appeal 
to the infant mind. 


She has a little cardboard zoo, 

And a book that says that cows go, “Moo”! 
And pigs go, “Oink”! but mice do not, | 
And she threw it in the you-know-what. 


For Your Health's Sake: 


Paradox 


And Baby views her model train 

With jaundiced eye and cool disdain. 
She curls her lip at shovel and pail, 
But she’d walk a mile for a rusty nail. 


The infant mind’s a paradox. : 
It’s not beguiled by building blocks. 


_ Babes are bored to the point of tears 


With toys designed for the infant years. 


They scorn their little bouncing chairs, 
Their pounding boards and teddy bears 
And break-proof dolls with magic skins, 
But they cherish open safety pins. 


They’d gladly trade their toy guitars, 
Velocipedes and kiddy cars 

For keenly sharpened razor blades 
Or carving knives or hand grenades. 


Parents, in their simple way, 
Delight in therapeutic play 

To build their child’s co-ordination 
And help his social adaptation. 


But babies, be they lad or lass 
Prefer to fondle broken glass. 
Constructive toys they don’t admire. 
Tots would rather play with fire. 


Handicapped Workers Reliable 


By Dr. Morris Brand 


VERY year industrial accidents cause injuries to 

about 2,000,000 workers, many of whom subse- 

quently require rehabilitation under the guidance of 
specialists and physical therapists. 

There has been a rapid growth of this rather 

new medical specialty since the last world war. 

Moreover, federal 
and state legisla- 
tion in recent 
years has awak- 
ened the public in- 
terest in the de- 
velopment of this 
specialty, particu- 
larly as it affects 
the workers in- 
jured on their 
jobs. 

As a result of 
the ingenious and 
almost miraculous 
methods many 
workers who have 
been helplessly 
bedridden for years either at home or in institutions 
have overcome their handicapping disabilities and 
have been made self-reliant useful citizens. 

It is therefore difficult to believe that more than 
30 states have failed to make this modern medical 


service a part of the treatment in workmen’s com- 
pensation cases. It seems that some physicians con- 
sider rehabilitation as boondoggling and unnecessary 
pampering of patients. 

Whatever the cause of the failures to restore a 
person to as complete health as is possible, there 
are today many physically handicapped people who 
still benefit by rehabilitation and become an ad- 
ditional vast labor pool. It has been demonstrated 


that physically handicapped people are steady, 
safe and reliable. : 


As a result of its interest in the disabled worker 
labor has taken the-lead to enact workmen’s compen- 
sation legislation and second injury funds to protect 
those who suffer injury in employment and to promote 
the return of the handicapped workers to suitable 
employment. The AFL-CIO has issued a booklet 
for union-management action to provide employment 
for handicapped workers. 

The physically handicapped persons have proven 
their values in many areas, particularly in time of 
need. With an expanding economy there is no doubt 
that their productive ability, their safety record, their 
low rate of absenteeism and their experience and skills 
can be put to good use. 

Both labor and industry have learned through sev- 
eral years of experience that it is good business to 
hire the physically handicapped. The rehabilitated 
should no longer be considered as marginal employes 
but as men and women in our regular labor force. 


SWORD OF HOPE Anton Nunziata (left) is showing to John Viscano is symbolic of the American 
Cancer Society’s attack on that disease. Members of the executive board of Steelworkers Local 2067, 
they are seen at a recent rally of Brooklyn labor leaders in support of the society’s campaign for $30 
million and its educational drive to save 75,000 lives—the number needlessly lost to cancer in 1956. 
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Garment Workers Train Future Leaders 


New York—What does a union do when it grows out of the first flush of youth, 


and the pioneers who saw it through the tough years that put it on its feet pass from — 


the scene? 

The Ladies Garment Workers, now in its 57th year, thinks it has come up with 
_ the answer in a two-pronged attack on the problem posed by a combination of aging 
leadership and growth. 

1—It has established the ILGWU Training Institute, the efficacy of which has 
been demonstrated by s€ven years of successful operation, to give potential staff 
members—the raw material of future leadership—the theoretical and practical back- 
ground for trade union leadership. 

2—The general executive board has adopted a policy under which local and 
district managers and department directors have been instructed to name “under- 
studies” who can step in and take over when the incumbents reach retirement age 
or.are removed by death. 

The training institute is unique in the labor movement and is the only full-time 
school for training in labor leadership. It prepares young men and women for 
careers in the union as organizers, representatives, technicians or administrators. 
Upon graduation, they are sent to all parts of this country and Canada to carry on the 
regular work of local or international staff people. 

Head of the institute, recently named, is Gus Tyler, director of the ILGWU Po- 


litical Dept. since it was founded in 1947. He succeeds the first director, the late 


Arthur A. Elder, who died a year ago. 

His instructors come not only from the ranks of veterans in the trade union move- 
ment but from the universities—such people as Prof. Philip Taft of Brown Univer- 
sity; John Roche of Brandeis University; Adolf Sturmthal of Roosevelt University; 
Irving Robbins of Queens College, and Lewis Lorwin of the New School for Social 
Research. 

The eighth year of operation will begin soon, and the ILGWU is seeking appli- 
cants who, if they are graduated, will join the 88 other young men and women from 
previous classes now on the union staff—either as replacements for those who have 
died or retired, or to serve the expanding membership. A labor background helps, 
but is not essential. 

Applications may be had from the institute at 1710 Broadway, New York 19, 
N. Y. 


SR Ro 


RECRUSTING is now going on for the cighth anaual scanioa of the ILGWU school, 
in which training is divided between classroom instruction and work in the field. 
Here, a class watches the determination of a piece rate on a dress at Impartial Price 


Settlement headquarters in New York. 


an effective one, which are two different things. 


EIGHTY-EIGHT ‘graduates ILGWU training courses have staff 
jobs, and more are needed. Students seldom need “instruction” in picketing, but 
they often join strikers and learn the distinction between any old picket line and 


A UNION SURVIVES its leaders, and to fill the gaps created by death, retirement 
and growth, the Ladies Garment Workers has set up its own training institute for 
staff personnel. Classroom scene in New York shows Prof. Philip Taft, of Brown 
University, lecturing on labor history. 


THE WORKHORSE of the labor movement, the mimeograph machine, plays the 
important role that might be expected in the ILGWU’s training school, The grad- 
uates, about 25 each year, get a broad theoretical background in labor problems and 
@ practical knowledge of organizing and administration. 


special machines is being demonstrated here. 


EXPERTS IN ALL FIELDS, as mak as veteran union personnel, serve as instruc- 
tors to the ILGWU’s potential staff members, who may find themselves in any part 
of the U.S. or Canada upon graduation. The use and abuse of one of the tgade’s 
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SEN. BARRY GOLDWATER, an Arizona Repeibtican, made a 
ectacular attack on Pres. Eisenhower’s “modern Republicanism” 
ie other day. It was significant not so much because of Goldwater 
ee: he is likely to be joined by other conservative GOP sena- 
; wlio must choose between riding on or repudiating the Eisen- 
ier coattails. 

Republicans who must run for re-election next year include Sens. 
ohn Bricker (O.), William E. Jenner (Ind.), Joe McCarthy (Wis.), 
Molly” Malone (Nev.) and Edward Martin (Pa.), in addition to 
oldwater. 


Not one of these is a ail Republican” by any definition. 
All of them are Old Guard Republicans to whom spending, foreign 


gid and welfare programs even in the Eisenhower sense are _ 
gerous and vicious. 


They consider Eisenhower, in various ways, a traitor to his own 
1952 campaign promises, a traitor to the Robert A. ‘Taft tradition of 


Party. 


he White House, presumptively until 1961, while they themselves 
nce hard election fights in 1958. 


kk ok 


ONE FACT THEY MUST FACE is that the Eisenhower coattails 
have been of little automatic airlift value in the past to GOP candi- 
) ates. : 

The President, through some alchemy of salesmanship, won two 
lining victories himself. But he barely pulled the GOP into con- 
trol of Congress in 1952, couldn’t save control in 1954 and failed to 
recover control for Republicans in 1956. 

A Republican senatorial candidate for re-election who offers 
wane more than fervid campaign loyalty to Eisenhower doesn’t 
em likely to find it much of an asset. 


A second fact is that the McCarthys, Brickers and Jenners of 
this world no doubt realize, since they are not wholly stupid, that 
the real meaning of Eisenhower’s “modern Republicanism” is that 
they themselves should be kicked out by the voters—if necessary 
in favor of Democrats. 
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GOLDWATER’S SENATE SPEECH, therefore, should be read 
sa sign, a preliminary. sighting shot, in establishing the pattern of 
conduct among right-wing Republicans who have no intention of 
king defeated if they can help it. 

Either conscientiously or otherwise, they despise what Eisenhower 
alls modern Republicanism and its $71.8 billion budget. They are 
committed by the past to fight it; they lack the remarkable moral 
fexibility that allows Sen. Everett Dirksen (R-Ill.) to change horses 


ad principles repeatedly. They are Old Guard—and they can’t 
metend anything else. 


Is it not the part of political wisdom for them, therefore, to 
repudiate Eisenhower openly, make the break and run for re- 
election in terms of reclaiming their party from Ike’s pares of 
‘modern Republicanism”? 


Goldwater suggested’that if he can’t be re-elected as a non-modern, 
nn-Eisenhower Republican, he would just as soon be defeated. 

Perhaps he is thinking, and perhaps consistently, that his best 
tance of avoiding defeat is to stand and fight Eisenhower. 

He hit sharply and directly at Eisenhower’s budget, denounced 
he forsaken 1952 campaign promises, and mournfully put into the 
Congressional Record an anonymous “historical” review all about 
he way Pericles, Cleon, Julius Caesar, Octavius and Diocletian “sold 
out” ancient Greek and Roman republicanism by “centralized spend- 
ing” and “bribing” the people with “handouts.” 


If Goldwater breaks with Ike preparatory to his personal 1958 
re-election campaign, can the other Old Guardsmen be far behind? 
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THIS IS THE UNION LABEL used by the Intl. Brotherhood of 
lectrical Workers upon, switch and panel boards, circuit breakers, 
Motor generator sets, and other electrical apparatus, electrical fix- 
ites, switch boxes, electric wire and cables, radios and house wiring 


Morgan. Says: 


pehting the New Deal and—in short—a traitor to the Republican }j 


Their problem is how to deal with the sckuality of Eisenhower i in | ° 


Housing Situation Is Critical 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commentator, 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Morgan over 
the ABC network Monday through Friday at 7 p. m., 
EST.) 


HE growth of America’s cities and towns is de- 
ceptive. Behind the bright and shining faces of 
new shopping centers and suburban subdivisions lies 
the festering ugliness of still uncleared slums and the 
cramped inadequacy of decent places to live. 

The house that Jack built is largely for the man 
who can afford the high- 
est costs. With the size 
of middle and lower 
class families getting 
bigger, the overriding 
problem for most people 
is to find Jack to build 
the house. Slum clear- 
ance and home con- 
struction are not keep- 
ing pace with the swift 
growth of population. 

It was that dangerous 
radical Robert A. Taft 
who was as instrumental as anybody in getting the 
basic housing act of 1949 past the Congress. Taft 
thought public housing should be say 10. percent of 
the country’s total housing construction and the 
projected target then was roughly 200,000 public 
housing units a year. 

A steadily shrinking number of units has been au- 

thorized since than and actual performance on the 

program has been even smaller. Yet the need in- 
creases. With the population fiot only multiplying, 
but shifting to different areas, fewer homes are ac- 


tually being built. 

AFL-CIO Economist Boris Shishkin testified before 
a Senate housing committee hearing that despite a 
recognized over-all need for construction of at least 
two million units last year, only 1.1 million were 
built and in February of this year starts on housing . 


fell to an annual rate of only 915,000 units, the lowest 


level for any month since May 1949. 
xk wk *. 


HAT’S wrong? Like group medical care, public 

‘ housing still sounds like socialism to a lot of 

ears and the careful judgment of a Taft notwith- 
standing, many business groups, notably the real 
estate lobby, have kept that fear echoing in the 
public mind. 

As a matter of fact, the federal government 
doesn’t put up any capital to build a house. Local 
and state authorities sell bonds to finance the build- 
ing of units. What the U.S. does do is to guaran- 
tee an adequate return on the investment by under- 
writing the difference between amortization and the 
reasonably low, controlled rents received. __ 

But funds for this purpose have been cut to shreds 
by so-called conservative elements in Congress, some 
of them Democrats, most of them Republicans. 

Federal: Housing Administrator Albert M. Cole, 
who by the way opposed public housing when he was 
a congressman from Kansas, said last winter that the 
Eisenhower Administration had “about reached the 
end of our rope” in assistance to the home-building 
industry. - 

With such an attitude as inspiration, it is highly 
doubtful that Congress will be moved in the visible 
future to expand the federal housing program, now 
rocking along at the rate of 35,000 units authorized - 
but far less being built per year. 
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Labor Answers Your Questions: 


FL-CIO Pres. George Meany answering ques- 

tions on McClellan committee hearings will 
lead off the new AFL-CIO radio public service series, 
Labor Answers Your Questions. 


Meany will answer questions posed by ‘three 
reporters, Joe Gambatese, of Nation’s Business; 
Allen. Adams, of the McGraw-Hill publications, 


Scripps-Howard newspapers. 
The series will bé available to radio stations postage 


Unions and state and central bodies, interested in 
assuring local presentation of the program, can write 
AFL-CIO Radio, Washington 6, D. C. 

William F. Schnitzler, AFL-CIO secretary-treas- 
urer, will be heard in the second program. He will 
discuss social action and community programs with 
Dean Francis B. Sayre, of the Washington National 
Cathedral; Rabbi Norman Gerstenfeld, of the Wash- 
ington Hebrew Congregation, and Father John F. 


As We See It: 


Congress should seek passage of the proposed bill 
to aid America’s distressed areas, three members of 
the Senate agreed on As We See It, public service 
program presented by the AFL-CIO on the American 
Broadcasting Co. national network. 

“An investment in jobs is. economy,” declared 
Sen. Paul Douglas (D-Ill.). “Relief for unemployed 
workers is a heavy burden. Loans to help industry 
in depressed areas would decrease total government 
costs.” 

“With economy restored to healthful- productivity 
in the jobless regions,” asserted Sen. Joseph Clark 
(D-Pa.) “the tax return would be increased.” 

“The distressed farm areas also would be aided by 
the proposed bill,” said Sen. John Sparkman (D-Ala.). 
“Of 3,000 farm counties in the United States, a 
thousand have been low-income counties. This bill 
would help get them back on their feet.” 

Douglas said that the last government report shows 
five labor market areas with unemployment over 9 
percent, 17 major areas and 40 to 50 smaller areas 
where the jobless rate is from 6 to 9 percent. The 
situation is growing worse, he said, with new areas 
added since the last report. 

“A general depression threatens if the situation is 
permitted to continue,” Sparkman warned. 

Clark said that Pennsylvania was hardest hit, with 
a third of the total labor surplus in the nation in that 
state. He asserted that 56,000 jobs were affected in 
Pennsylvania. 

The bill, introduced by Douglas and a number 
of other senators, would allow government loans of 
$100 million to industrially depressed areas, an 
equal amount to farm areas. Loans would be made 
on the recommendation of local committees after 
surveys by a government advisory committee and 
a public advisory committee representing labor, 


’ which the work has been performed by IBEW members. 


business and agriculture. 


including Business Week, and Fred Perkins, of the 


prepaid beginning Apr. 22, and will run for 13 weeks. 


Meany Opens New Radio Series 


Cronin, assistant director of the Social Action De- 
partment of the National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
erice. 

James B. Carey, secretary-treasurer of the Indus- 
trial Union Dept., and president of the Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers, will handle questions in 
connection with his chairmanship of the AFL-CIO 
Civil Rights Committee, by. representatives of the 
Urban League, the Anti-Defamation League, and 
the American Civil Liberties Union. 

Congressional fellows of the American Political 
Science Association will interview Andrew J. Bie- 
miller, director of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Legisla- 
tion, about the legislative activities of the federa- 
tion. 

Other programs are being prepared on the rela- 
tionship of the cost of living and wages, the ethical 
practices codes, social security and labor, housing 
and the charge of labor monopoly. 

Listeners are invited to submit questions which will 
be answered in the final program of the series. 


Aid Vital to Distresssd Areas. 


Local communities would be required to contribute 
to the cost of projects involving building new in- 
dustries, modernizing old factories and stimulating 
public works. 

Clark pointed out that the government would get 
its money back with interest. 

The measure passed the Senate last year 60'to 30, 
but was held up in the House because influential 
Republican House leaders refused to give their con- 
sent to consideration. Clark noted that the Admin- 
istration also was not helpful. 


“The boss is going a little too far on this efficiency 
program of his!” . ' 
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lative Institute in Washington, 


DRAFTING A LETTER to a congressman as an assignment at the recent Rubber Workers Legis- 
D. C., are, left to right, John Nardella, of URW Local 2; Leroy Roach, 


Local 217, and Shepard Brock, Local 93. The delegates heard talks on various legislative issues by 
several senators and representatives, then visited members of Congress from their own districts. 


RUBBER WORKERS leave the AFL-CIO national headquarters 
building after touring it as part of the five-day URW Legislative 
Institute program. They also visited both Congress and the Supreme 
Court, learned the relationship of legislative and political action. 


JOVIAL WELCOME is given three Pennsylvania Rubber Workers 
by Sen. Joseph S. Clark, Jr. (D-Pa.), right, who spoke at one of the 
breakfast meetings of the first URW Legislative Institute in Wash- 
ington. With him are John Gadick, Kenneth Bertz and Francis 
Zabiell, all of Local 1281. 


Immigration 


Museum in 
Needof Funds 


A renewed appeal. for support 
of the proposed American Museum 
of Immigration, to be built at the 
foot of the Statue of Liberty, has 
been sent to unions which are not 
yet participating by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany. 

Copies of the letter also were 
sent to AFL-CIO regional directors 
directing them to work for con- 
tributions at the local level. 

Meany is a vice president and 
trustee of the museum. AFL-CIO 
Vice Pres. David J. McDonald, 
president of the Steelworkers, is 
serving as co-chairman of the fund- 
raising committee at the request of 
the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 


Great Symbol 

“Nowhere else in our great coun- 
try can there be such a symbolic, 
strong and dramatic representation 
of the contribution immigrants have 
made in building America’s great 
strength,” Meany’s letter said. 

“Labor has a stirring opportunity 
to express its gratitude for our free 
institutions, including labor, and 
to tell the generations to come the 
moving story of the opportunities 
in our country which brought our 
forefathers, or ourselves, as liberty- 
seeking immigrants, to build and 
advance a strong and free U.S. 

“It is particularly timely and 
organized labor should support 
such an all-American, non-contro- 
versial project.” 

Meany noted that a $5,000 con- 
tribution will enable a union or any 
of its units to establish a group 
foundership at the museum. He 
suggested that national and inter- 
national unions make substantial 
contributions from their treasuries, 
have regional directors solicit gifts 
from locals, and write locals urging 
them to participate. i 


Lithographers Win 


Raises at 20 Plants 
Philadelphia—Lithographers Lo- 
cal 14 has completed negotiations 
under which wage increases, an 
eighth paid holiday and improved 
vacation and welfare clauses were 
won for employes of more than 20 
firms here. 
| Under the wage settlement, jour- 
neymen and apprentices received 
increases of $4.50 a week as of 
Apr. 1 under the two-year contract, 
with an additional $4 due on Apr. 
1, 1958. In addition, pressmen and 
feeders on 72 and 76-inch presses 
receive a further $5. 


gains made by the ACWA was the 


| Churchmen in Tribute 
To Clothing Workers 


Cincinnati, O.—A group of Methodist churchmen has paid tribu_ 
to the Amalgamated Clothing Workers for the notable improvemeny, 
which the union has brought about in working conditions. 

Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of Pittsburgh, chairman of the Nationg 
Policy Board of the-Methodist Church, said one of the outstanding 


elimination of the sweat shop, re- 
calling that, during that era, his 


‘| grandmother had worked for $1 


a day. ¢ 

“The church,”-he said, “is inter- 
ested in the betterment of man- 
kind; therefore it is interested in any 
movement which promotes that 
principle, and.the labor movement 
is certainly one of them.” 

On-the-Spot Study 

The praise came after 35 mem- 
bers of the church’s Board of Social 
and Economic Relations conducted 
an on-the-spot study of union-man- 
agement relationships at a clothing 
plant here arranged by Jack Kroll, 
manager of ACWA’s Cincinnati 
Joint Board. 

The tour was made through a 
plant employing 700 members of 
the ACWA. The plant manufac- 
tures clothes for the merged firm 
of Hamilton Tailoring Co., Globe 
Tailoring Co., Kahn Tailoring Co., 
and Storrs-Schaefer Tailoring Co. 

After observing union members 
at work, the board members met 
with company and union officials in 
the plant cafeteria, for a discussion 
of union practices in an organized 
shop. 

“The union is a part of us; we 
could not operate without the 
union,” Alvin Heiman, president 
of the merged firm, stated. “The 
union officers have been of great 
help in improving the quality of 
the garment. They have always 
been practical in their approach 
to our problems.” 

Heiman pointed out that when 
the five clothing firms were in dan- 
ger of bankruptcy, the ACWA pro- 
vided a financial solution when its 
members voted to loan the company 
10 percent of their weekly wages 
for an 18-month period “because 
they realized it was an investment 
in their jobs.” 

Details History 

He said the merged firm gave 
the employes interest-bearing de- 
benture notes, and has given the 
union “the right to examine the 
company’s books” to determine 
when the firm is financially able to 
repay the money. 

Kroll detailed the history of the 
union since its formation in 1914. 
Through a progressive approach to 
its problems, he said, the union has 
been able to secure decent working 
conditions. 

Kroll praised the employers for 
their “social consciousness” in es- 
tablishing health and retirement 
plans for union members. 
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Safeguards 
Urged For 
Area Funds 


The AFL-CIO has urged Cop. 
gress to make certain that 
depressed area legislation includg 
adequate safeguards to prevent 
wholesale migration of industry, 

Arthur’ G. McDowell, chairman 
of the AFL-CIO industrial migrg. 
tion subcommittee, said it would be 
“repugnant” to have the prosperity 
of one community reduced “by di. 
verting part of its enterprise” t 
even a less fortunate community, 

Testifying before a Senate Bank. 
ing subcommittee, he said that 
depressed areas would be apt to 
attempt to lure industries away 
from their existing locations, using 
special grants from the federal 
government to accomplish this pur. 
pose. . 

Noting that the bill introduced 
by Sen. Paul Douglas (D-III.), con. 
tains a reasonably effective safe- 
guard, McDowell, who is also 
director of civic and governmental 
affairs for the Upholsterers, said 
that “any weakening, let alone 
elimination, 
would mean that the only effect of 
the legislation would be to transfer 
the areas of depression from one 
community to another. 

The Douglas bill received addi- 
tional support from Seymour BE. 
Harris, head of. Harvard’s Dept. 
of Economics and chairman of the 
New England Governors’ Textile 
Committee. He told the Senate 
subcommittee the bill was far 
superior to the Administration pro- 
posal, declaring the latter “puts the 
responsibility” for the program “on 
the unsympathetic Secretary of 
Commerce (Sinclair Weeks).” 


Iceland Workers 
Rebuff Communists 


Brussels — Worker support for 
Communist candidates in trade un- 
ion elections in Iceland has declined 
20 to 25 percent since the end of 
1956, according to a report to the 
Intl. Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions. 

In the Reykjavik Factory Work- 
ers Union, the Communists who 
had dominated it for 20 years were 
swept out of office in an election in 
which only 43 of the 1,184 mem- 
bers failed to vote. | 


&, 
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UNDERSHIP at American Museum of Immigration was 
established by another labor group when Pres. Wilfrid T. Connel 
(left) of the Photo-Engravers presented a check for $5,000 to 
Alexander Hamilton, museum treasurer. The foundership honors 
the memory of the late Matthew Woll, vice president of the union and 
AFL-CIO vice president at the time of his death last year. 
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‘friendly and peaceful relations with 


By Hollace Ransdell 


The little-known story of violence, terrorism and boycott being waged against a small religious farm- 
ing community in Georgia, as told by its director the Rev. Clarence Jordan, highlighted the ninth 
annual conference of the National Civil Liberties Clearing House held here. 

Koinonia is an interracial agricultural cooperative in Sumter county near Americus, Ga. It has, or 


s fourth of them are Negroes. 


Campaign of Terrorism 

The community was started in 
1942 by a group of southerners who 
sought | to put into practice the 
Christian principle of no racial dis- 
crimination in running their co- 
operative farm. 

Koinonia prospered, growing 
from 440 to 1,100 acres, and had 


the surrounding community until 
about a year ago when a campaign 
of terrorism began aimed at driv- 
ing the residents of Koinonia away 
and ruining their farms. 

Jordan told the conference that 
the attacks on Koinonia came ag 
part of the “backlash” from the 
U. S. Supreme Court’s school 
desegregation decision. 


Merchants refused to sell sup- 
plies or to buy Koinonia products. 
Pistol shots were fired at a roadside 
stand and later the stand was twice 
dynamited. Residents including 
children were fired on and shots 
whistled through houses, one of 
them nearly hitting an 11-year-old 
girl; another just missed Mr. Jor- 
dan’s daughter. 

_ A farm house was burned, and 
many other acts of violence were 
perpetrated under cover of dark- 


' gid have until recently, some 60 oat in the colony, a number of them families with children. About 


y PD burned in front of Negro 
homes. 


Not Free to Say 
When Jordan tried to talk to 


some of the merchants who former-| 


ly were friendly but now refused to 
sell to or buy from the farm, he 
said he was struck by the fact that 
most of them used the same phrase 
in answer to his question, “why”? 

“I am not free to say,” they re- 
plied. 

Rev. Jordan’s story of Koinonia 
provided a dramatic case study of 
flagrant violations of civil liberties 
now going on. Other conference 
speakers covered related areas of 
civil liberties and civil rights. 

Ben Segal, trade union consult- 
ant for the Fund for the Republic, 
chaired a session on the industrial 
security program and _ individual 
liberties at which George MacClain, 
official of the Dept. of Defense, ex- 
plained how the department’s secu- 
rity program works. 

Ed Rovner, assistant general 
counsel of the Electrical, Radio 
and Machine Workers, chal- 
Ienged MacClain, declaring that 
the government’s present indus- 
trial security program can easily 
lend itself to revival of the hated 
labor spy system in industry. 
One of the effects of the program, 


ness. On several occasions, crosses 


he said, “is to place obstacles in 


Doherty Calls Postal 
Cutback “Disastrous’ 


Terming the cuts made by the House Appropriations Committee 
“disastrous” and “nothing short of a catastrophe,” Pres. William C. 
Doherty of the Letter Carriers has called on Congress to restore the 


full $47 million deficiency appro-® 


priation for the Post Office asked 


’ by the President. 


The drastic curtailment in postal 
service, which Postmaster Gen. Ar- 


‘thur E. Summerfield originally set 


for Apr. 6, was postponed one week 
after some members of the ap- 
propriations group indicated they 
would seek to restore some $30 
million knocked out by the subcom- 
mittee. 

This effort was scheduled for a 
meeting of the committee on Apr. 
12. 

Doherty warned, however, that 
it was “vitally important” for Con- 
gress to act before the deadline in 
order to give time for the post- 
master general to countermand his 
orders to curb postal services. 

“The postmaster general is not 
bluffing,” Doherty said. “He won't 
rescind his order unless he has prior 
assurance that the money needed to 
Operate the department will be 
forthcoming.” 

Previously a critic of Summer- 


‘ field’s policies on other matters, 


Doherty made clear that the postal 
workers were solidly behind him in 
his battle to obtain funds necessary 
to maintain the postal service at its 
existing level. 

“Any savings that would be 
effected under this reduction 
‘must come from the employes’ 
paychecks,” Doherty said. “There 
is no other place that this $30 
million can come from. It can 
only mean reduced work oppor- 
tunities and poor postal service.” 

Summerfield issued his curtail- 
ment order after the subcommittee 
had voted to grant only $17 million 
of the total he says is necessary to 
Tun the department. He acted un- 
der a provision of federal law 
Which forbids agencies to spend 
money not. appropriated by Con- 
gress. 


The $17 million approved, the 
postmaster general said, would do 
no more than cover recent increases 
in postal workers’ pay. 


Chairman Clarence Cannon (D- 
Mo.) of the House Appropriations 
Committee called Summerfield’s 
threat an “unadulterated bluff’ and 
accused him of “holding a gun to 
our head.” He told the postmaster 
general to go ahead and curtail mail 
deliveries, adding “it’s not going to 
destroy the republic.” 


Cannon said the answer to “all 
this hue and cry” is not more money 
but “efficient business administra- 
tion.” 


Appropriations bill. 


the path of the unions insofar as 
policing collective bargaining 
contracts in plants where the pro- 
gram is applied.” 


grant clearance, Rovner said, can 
institute a “network of undercover 
agents easily susceptible of use to 


spy practice.” 

Sen. Richard L. Neuberger (D- 
Ore.) told the conference that any- 
one slandered on the floor of Con- 
gress or before an investigating com- 
mittee should have a right to sue 
the government for slander. 

Elmo Roper, chairman of the 
board for the Fund for the Repub- 
lic, noted some of the encouraging 
signs in today’s civil liberties field. 
“It is my belief,” he said, “that 
Americans are now developing a 
better balance between liberty and 
security than we have had since the 
cold war began.” 

Boris Shishkin, director of the 
AFL-CIO’s Dept. of Civil Rights, 
told the conference, that labor is 
very deeply concerned with equal 
job opportunities and housing. 

Herbert Hill, labor secretary of 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, 
described some of the possible ef- 
fects of automation on Negroes. 
“The fact that there is a great con- 
centration of Negro workers in the 
ranks of the unskilled and semi- 
skilled,” he said, “means that the 
increasing introduction of advanced 
‘methods of production will result 
in the wholesale displacement of 
Negroes currently employed in un- 
skilled jobs.” 


Urban League Award 
Goes to Mentrin 


Seattle — Charles J. Men- 
trin, business representative 
of Local 186, Meat Cutters 
& Butcher Workmen, will 
receive the annual Urban 
League award here Apr. 15. 

He was selected “for his 
outstanding leadership and his 
dedication to the cause of in- 
terracial and interfaith co- 
operation; for his tireless ef- 
forts to eliminate racial and 
religious bigotry and his un- 
selfish contribution to health 
and welfare service.” 


Employers who are authorized to | 


bring back the unconscionable labor | ? 


GROUP OF SPEAKERS at the National Civil Liberties Clearing 


House conference in Washington. 


From left, they are: Rep. Richard 


Bolling (D-Mo.); conference chairman Ben Segal of the Fund for the 
Republic; the Rev. Clarence Jordan, co-founder of the Koinonia 
Community, Americus, Ga.; and Dir. Boris Shishkin of the AFL- 


CIO Dept. of Civil Rights. 


COPE to Hold Series 


Of Area Conferences 


The AFL-CIO Committee on Political Education will hold a series 
of 11 area conferences this year, the first one scheduled Apr. 27 at 
Boston. COPE Dir. James L. McDevitt, Deputy Dir. Alexander 


Barkan and members of COPE’s®— 


national staff will participate along 
with area and local COPE repre- 
sentatives. ~ 

The conferences will discuss the 
political education and action pro- 
gram for 1957 and the problems 
and probabilities of the 1958 cam- 
paign. 

The schedule and the states in- 
volved: : 

Apr. 27—Boston: Connecticut, 
Maine,-Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
shire, Rhéde Island and Vermont. 

Apr. 30—New York City: New 
York State. 

May 3—Philadelphia: Delaware, 
Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania. 

May 7—Detroit: Illinois, Indi- 
ana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and 
West Virginia. 

May 18—Los Angeles: Califor- 
nia and Nevada. 

June 1—Albuquerque: Arizona, 
Colorado, New. Mexico and Utah 

June 8—Kansas City, Mo.: Ar- 
kansas, Kansas, Missouri and Okla- 
homa. 

June 12—Minneapolis: Iowa, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, North Da- 
kota, South Dakota and Wisconsin. 

June 14—Coeur d’Alene, Ida.: 
Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wash- 
ington and Wyoming. 

The dates and places of two con- 
ferences to be held in the south 
have not yet been set. 


Ask New Minimum 
In Drug Industry 


.. is no competition in this industry 


s government contracts “at the ear- 


3 wage applying to the whole indus- 


a a ees “aa Bureau of Labor Statistics survey 
FIGHTING TO SAVE 148,000 jobs in the postal service, Pres. J. 

Cline House of the Post Office Clerks (left) and Pres. William C 
Doherty of the Letter Carriers were joined by the heads of four other 
postal unions at press conference.. They asked restoration of $30 
million which a House committee voted to cut from. a Post Office 


*| more than half of the covered work- 


An “up-to-date” minimum wage 
| for the drugs and medicines indus- 
‘try of “not less than $1.45 per 
hour” should be established in all 


liest possible date,” the AFL-CIO 
has told the Labor Dept. 
Testifying at a department hear- 
ing on the prevailing minimum 
‘wage under the Walsh-Healey Act, 
Economist Bert Seidman of the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Research, urged 
that “a single prevailing minimum 


try” be determined. He said there 


on an area basis. 
Seidman cited statistics from a 


made in August 1956 which showed 
at that time, in plants employing 


ers, “a total of only six workers 
received less than $1.40 an hour.” 
The “prevailing minimum” then, he 


Labor Fights 
Aniline Corp. 
Sale Delays 


The AFL-CIO is opposed to any 
further delay in the sale of one 
of the largest enemy alien property 
assets seized during World War II. 
The Senate Subcommittee on 
Trading with the Enemy Act heard 
the opposition from Legislative 
Rep. George D. Riley. 
Involved is the General Aniline 
& Film Corp., an industrial giant 
in the chemical and photographic 
supply field with 8,600 production 
workers, including AFL-CIO mem- 
bers represented by some 20 local 
unions. 

The attorney general, in com- 
pliance with the law, has adver- 
tised it for sale after many delays 


*| and repeated efforts to have it re- 


turned to the original owners. 

Two Senate bills have been 
introduced again to delay a sale 
of the property and reopen the ~ 
door to return to alien control of 
an industry Riley described as 
“vital to our country’s defense at 
all times.” 

Riley also told the subcommittes 
of AFL-CIO support for another 
bill before it under which scholar- 
ships would be granted to the chil- 
dren of veterans—including those 
of 3.5 million AFL-CIO members. 
Funds for the scholarships would 
come from war reparations or the 
sale of enemy alien assets such as 
General Aniline. 


Meany Endorses 
Negro College Fund 


The nationwide appeal of 
the United Negro College 
Fund for $2 million on behalf 
of its 31-member institutions 
has been warmly endorsed by 
AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany. 

“These & 
vital source of leadership for 
16 million Americans and for 
the nation at large,” he said 
in urging labor contributions 
to the appeal. “In a period 
when the nation is making 
great strides in improving in- 
terracial understanding, the 
importance of this fact cannot 
be overestimated.” 

Meany is a member of the 
fund’s national council. 


said, “was at least $1.38 per hour.” 
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Adopt Program to Improve 


Farm Workers’ Conditions 
By Milton Plumb. 2 


Nogales, Mexico—The Fourth Conference of the Joint United 
States-Mexico Trade Union Committee here pledged the labor 
movements of both nations bordering the Rio Grande to con- 


tinued cooperation in their fight 
of freedom, justice and equality 


for “the same democratic ideals 
for the workers of all nations.” 


Spellout Objectives 


. Working in a spirit of complete 
accord, the conférence adopted res~ 
olutions spelling out new objectives 
for U.S. and Mexican unions. These 
include: 

1. Substitution of a specific 
minimum wage, “in no case lower 
than the national minimum 
wage,” for the present provision 
of the international agreement 
between Mexico and the U.S. 
which requires the payment of 
“not less than the prevailing 
wage” to Mexican contract work- 
ers. 

2. Organization of Mexican 
farm workers. into unions at the 
time they seek employment in 
Mexico, with arrangements for the 
acceptance of their Mexican union 
membership card for admission into 
U.S.- unions and “the protection 
and service which such membership 
provides.” 

3. Discontinuance of the so- 
called “special permits” issued by 
the U.S. Immigration Service be- 
cause they “obstruct and annul 
the application of the interna- 
tional agreement.” The confer- 
ence denounced such permits and 
said that any agreement or prac- 
tice designed to “evade or contra- 
dict” the principles of the bilater- 
al agreement “should be repu- 
diated.” 

4. “Full participation” by organ- 
ized labor of both countries in all 
negotiations between Mexico and 

the U.S. concerning the renewal, 
extension or amendment of the 
governmental agreement on _ the 
Mexican contract labor program. 

The resolution on the contract 
labor program also spelled out_or- 
ganized labor’s part in the fight to 
improve safety of transportation, 
housing, meals, compliance and 
insurance for Mexican workers on 
U.S. farms. 

It called for the elimination of 
“intermediaries,” such as private 
labor contractors or labor recruit- 
ment agents, from the program and 
demanded that the Labor Dept. 
refuse to certify workers to any as- 

sociation not meeting requirements 
_for financial solvency and moral 
responsibility. 
Plan For Protection 


Separate resolutions which en- 
dorsed the development of trade 
union pacts between U.S. and 
Mexican unions in border cities, 
_and supported the increasing coop- 
eration of national unions in the 
same industries in both countries, 
also were approved. 

A dramatic highlight of the 
three-day conference came when 
Deputy Hermegildo J. Aldano, sec- 
retary-general of the Mexican Con- 
federation of Workers (CTM) in 
the state of Vera Cruz, called for 
the unionization of all Mexican 
contract workers. : 

He said the Mexican section 
would set up a committee to organ- 
ize the braceros at the time they 
are recruited. They would be given 
wnion membership cards, instructed 
in their rights, and told to present 
their union cards to U.S. union 
representatives when they cross the 
border. 

In this way, he predicted, the 
Mexican contract workers will 
at last be able to obtain the union 
protection which is guaranteed 
them as a right under the inter- 
national agreement, but which 
they have never exercised to any 


H. L. Mitchell, president of the 
National Agricultural Workers, 
later said in Washington that his 
union will be pleased to take the 
Mexican farm workers as members. 

Aldana announced that he would 
join Sen. Jesus Yuren in sponsor- 
ing in the Mexican Congress a pro- 
posal to set up a joint congressional 
commission to keep watch over the 
whole bracero program. 

Messages of greetings were re- 
ceived from AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany, Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler and other labor leaders, 
congressmen and farm and con- 
sumer organizations. 

Efforts Endorsed 

James G. Patton, president of 
the National Farmers Union, ex- 
pressed gratitude “for what you 
have accomplished in raising living 
standards and protecting family 
farming,” and Executive Sec. Fay 
Bennett of the National Sharecrop- 
pers Fund pledged continued sup- 
port of the committee’s demand for 
“tripartite public hearings on the 
whole labor import program.” 

Elizabeth S. Magee, general sec- 
retary of the National Consumers 
League, wired “consumers do not 
want food from farm sweat shops.” 
She said “we strongly endorse your 
efforts on behalf of improving con- 


| ditions of agricultural workers and 


safeguarding their rights.” 
Meany and Schnitzler said that 
the committee’s work “to pro- 
mote international goodwill will 
do much to counteract the harm- 
fal effect upon the relations be- 
tween the U.S. and our broth- 
ers to the south which occurs 
whenever a handful of our citi- 
zens seek to promote their self- 
ish interests at the expense of the 
workers.” 
Major addresses to the confer- 
ence, on behalf of the U.S. dele- 
gation, were made by Sec.-Treas. 


Frank L. Noakes of the Mainten-|j} 


ance of Way Employes, chairman of 
the U.S. group; Paul K. Reed of 
the. Mine Werkers; R. J. Thomas, 
special assistant to AFL-CIO Pres. 
Meany; Andrew McLellan, the 
committee’s field representative in 
Texas; and Ernesto Galarza, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Agricultural 
Workers. 

A high tribute to the work ac- 
complished by the Joint Committee 
was voiced by Arizona’s governor, 
Ernest McFarland (D.), who com- 
mended the group “for having the 
interest of the working man at 
heart and being willing to take your 
time and give your energies to im- 
proving his standards.” 

McFarland spoke at the con- 
cluding banquet in Tucson, given 
by the U.S. Section in honor of 
the Mexican delegates. - Tucson 
Mayor Don Hummel also congratu- 
lated the committee for “promoting 
the brotherhood of man.” 

Earlier, the governor of the Mex- 
ican state of Sonora, Alvaro Obre- 
gon, Jr., had sent greetings to the 
delegates, and Nogales Mayor 
Miguel Amador Torres, the gover- 
nor’s personal representative at the 
conference, was host at a banquet 
honoring the U.S. group. 

Luis Alberto Monge, secretary- 
general of the Inter-American Re- 
gional Organization of Workers 
(ORIT), was elected general chair- 
man of the conference, which was 
held under ORIT’s sponsorship. 
Yuren, head of the Mexican dele- 
gation, and Noakes served as as- 


extent. 


sistant chairmen. 


.S.-Mexican Labor Vows Cooperatio 


U.S. DELEGATION to the Nogales conference with Mexican unions pose for the official photograph, 


Standing, from left, are Andrew McLellan, field representative in Texas; Ernesto Galarza, field repre. 
sentative in California; Dir. George Brown of AFL-CIO Dept. of Intl. Affairs; Asst. Regional Dir. Wil. 
liam Smith; R. J. Thomas, assistant to AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany and E. P. Theiss, AFL-Cl0 
regional director in Arizona and New Mexico. Seated are Serafino Romualdi, AFL-CIO inter-Amer- 
can representative and the committee’s secretary; Milton Plumb, director of publicity, Frank L. Noakes, 
chairman, and Paul K. Reed, of the United Mine Workers, treasurer. 


INSPECTION TOUR of the U.S. Labor Dept.’s reception center at Nogales, Ariz., was arranged 
for the delegates to the fourth conference of U.S. and Mexican trade unions, Sen. Jesus Yuren (sec- 
ond from left), head of the Mexican delegation; Luis Alberto Monge, secretary-general of ORIT and 
conference chairman; and Congressman Antonio Rivas, head of the Mexican Workers Bloc, watch 
operations connected with the processing of a bracero for work on a farm in the United States. 


Middlemen Get Rich 
On Latin America Trade 


San Francisco—Profit-making middlemen are the only ones now 
benefiting from the one-sided trade relationship between the U.S. 
and Latin America, delegates to the. California State Federation of 
Labor’s first International Affairs Conference were told. 


Luis Alberto Monge, secretary-general of the Inter-American 


ers, an affiliate of the International 
Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions, said that present low priced 
Latin American products mean low 
wages in the southern continent 
and a resulting “low capacity to 
consume the production output of 
U.S. and Canadian workers.” 

Monge called for Labor help in 
getting bilaterial or multilateral 
agreements within United Nations 
organizations in order to “stabilize 
prices.” 

He argued that middlemen now 
separate the Latin American pro- 
ducer and the North American con- 
sumer. Monge said the middle- 


men buy cheap and sell high. 


Regional Organization of Work-Y 


He also argued that the strong 
Latin American Labor movement 
would make for a sound economic 
relationship between the two con- 
tinents. 

Other conference-speakers at the 
two day meet imcluded George T. 
Brown, director of the AFL-CIO 
Dept. of International Affairs, 
Serafino Romualdi, AFL-CIO In- 
ter-American Representative; Ern- 
esto Galarza, research and Educa- 
tion director, Agricultural Workers 
Union and William Doherty, Jr., 
Inter-American representative of the 
Postal Telegraph and Telephone 
International Trade Secretariat. 


. 


Delaney Worker 
Delegate to ILO 


AFL-CIO Intl. Rep. George 
P. Delaney again will be U.S; 
worker delegate to the Intl. 
Labor Organization confer- 
ence, scheduled for Geneva 
in June. 

Delaney, who has been 
American labor’s chief 
spokesman at the Geneva 
meetings for a decade, was 
nominated by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany and is sched- 
uled for formal appointment 
by Pres. Eisenhower. 

His advisors will be AFL- 
CIO Vice Pres. Emil Rieve; 
Pres. Gordon M. Freeman of 
the Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers; Sec.-Treas. Toney 
Gallo, Cement, Lime & Gyp- 
sum Workers; Vice Pres. 
A. H. Cronin, Sheet Metal 
Workers; Elmer Cope, inter- 
national and economic repre- 
sentative for the Steelworkers, 
and George L-P Weaver of 
the AFL-CIO Dept. of Civil 
Rights. 
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n nti-Union Battles | 
Open in 4 States 


Organized labor is facing the severest threats of new “right-to- 
work” legislation in Delaware, Connecticut, Illinois and Ohio. 
In all four states, where Republicans are in control of the legisla- 
ture, showdowns are imminent on bills to outlaw union security. 
After several weeks delay, the Delaware House beat back two 


i smendments to the pending “wreck’ ‘ 
measure that would have made final 
passage more difficult. 

The bill has passed the House on 
is first two readings. It is ex- 
pected to hit the floor Apr. 17. for 
fnal action. -* 

‘In Connecticut, where a joint 
House- -Senate committee held hear- 

ings on the “wreck” proposals May 
95, no action’ ‘has been taken to 
gend a bill to the floor -of either 
chamber. 

Ohio Labor ‘Rallies 

The fact that the House Labor 
Committee called back a minimum 
wage bill it previously reported out 
led labor officials to speculate that 
state GOP legislative leaders may 
offer a “package deal” of labor 
legislation which will include the 
“right-to-work” proposal. 

A new “wreck” bill introduced 
in Ohio has rallied state labor 
groups for an all-out fight. Sen. 
Lowell Fess (R.), who earlier had 
submitted a “right-to-work” bill 
aimed at hamstringing labor 
without completely outlawing the 
union shop, sponsored an out- 
and-out “wreck” measure just be- 
fore the deadline for filing new 
bills. 

A more serious threat to labor's 
rights in Ohio appears to be a bill 
which would restrict union political 
activities. 

In Illinois, Rep. George S. Bry- 
dia, who represents a farming dis- 
trict near the Iowa border, dropped 
a “right-to-work” proposal into the 
ithopper. Léading legislators of both 
parties in this state have, however, 
been outspoken geainst Ws ges 


work” Jaws 
lieve 
tide ened 


‘that or tha linois 


have no real hope of enacting the 
Brydia bill but intend to use it to 
divert attention from legislative 
proposals to improve workmen’s 
compensation and occupational dis- 
ease acts, raise state employes’ sal- 
aries and establish an effective state 
minimum wage. 


Some Bright Spots 

Brighter news for labor came 
from Missouri, Maryland, Nevada, 
New York, New Jersey, and the 
Territory of Alaska. The latter’s 
legislature has passed a joint reso- 
lution petitioning Congress to 
amend the Taft-Hartley Act to re- 


move that section which permits 
states to enact laws banning the 
union shop. 

In Missouri, named Iast year 
by the National “Right-to-Work” 
Committee as a place where en- 
actment of the “wreck” measure 
was expected, the legislature has 

. Not a single bill 
aimed at union secyrity or aimed 
at hampering Mee eR labor was 
introduced in the Democratic- 
controlled body. 

The chief irene to labor in New 
York, a bill to bar union picketing 
for organizational purposes, was 
withdrawn by its sponsor after the 
Senate Republican .leadership an- 
nounced the measure lacked suffi- 
cient votes for passage. Senate 
Democrats. strongly opposed it. 

The Maryland. legislature also 
adjourned without reporting. the 
pending “wreck” measure to the 
floor. Hearings had been held, but 
no committee action followed. 

The Nevada legislature received 
a proposal to replace the state’s 
“right-to-work” statute with a new 
labor-management: plan patterned 
after the federal Taft-Hartley Act. 
It.would allow unions to negotiate 
union shop contracts but ban or- 
ganizational picketing and second- 
ary boycotts. 

Pledges in New Jersey 

Although two efforts to repeal 
Nevada's “right-to-work” law have 
failed ‘sitice its enactment in 1952, 
the new bill has the backing of 
several major employers and state 


management groups as well as labor. 


In New Jersey, the annual legis- 
lative conference of the State In- 
dustrial Union Council received 
pledges from the two aspirants for 
the GOP gubernatorial nomination 
that they would oppose “right-to- 
work” measures. 

“As governor, if I have the power 
to prevent it, the so-called ‘right- 
to-work’ proposals will not become 
laws in New Jersey,” State Sen. 
Malcolm Forbes said. 

His rival for the nomination, 
State Sen. Wayne Dumont, declared 
that while “right-to-work” laws 
“sounded all right in theory, ex- 
perience has shown that too often 


they have been used to hurt unions.” 
“I am not in favor of any legis- 


lation,” he added, “such as the 
current furor or uproar” calling for 
new restrictions on labor. 


THE SCORE OF SPEAKERS who opposed ‘right-to-work’ legista- 
tion for Connecticut at a 
cluded Very Rev. J oseph F. Donnelly (left), director of the Catholic f q 
Diocesan Labor Institute and chairman of the State Board of Media- peor Pay Me gee ay re Rg 
tion, and Rev. Richard Parker (right), chairman of the Committee] , merged Ass de a faciodiae: ” 
on Church and Economic Life of the Connecticut Council of : : 


Thurches. 


s\Louisiana 
Labor Leaders 
Re-Elected 


Shreveport, La.— Delegates to 
the second annual convention of the 
Louisiana State Labor Council, 
AFL-CIO, have re-elected all top 
Officers of the council. 
Meeting for four days in Shreve- 
port’s Municipal Auditorium, the 
500 delegates returned to’ office 
Pres. Victor Bussie, Sec.-Treas. 
E. J. Bourg, Sr., First Vice Pres. 
Louis P. Sahuque, and Second Vice 
Pres. Leroy P. Landry. 

The office of executive vice pres- 
ident was abolished by the conven- 


five-hour public hearing in Hartford in-| io2- 


In their report to the delegates, 


© A hard-hitting legislative cam- 
paign which resulted in repeal of 


Loophole : Endangers 
U.S. Merchant Marine|: 


Louisiana’s “right-to-work” law. 

© Enactment of a per capita tax 
of $1 per member per year for 
legislative and public relations pur- 


© Submission of monthly finan- 
cial reports and standing of affil- 


The so-called “effective control” loophole under which U.S. ships | iates reports to all organizations in 
are being transferred to foreign flags is “the greatest single danger | the State Council. 


to the American merchant marine, ” the AFL-CIO Maritime Com- 


mittee has warned 


© Adoption of modern, stream- 


lined convention proceedings, de- 


In testimony before thé Senate clo committee’s executive secre-| Signed to facilitate handling of ¢on- 
Commerce Committee, the AFL- 


tary, Hoyt Haddock, charged that vention business. 


Labor Claims 
Rails Lax on 
Safety Rules 


“Widespread” failure of railroads 
to comply with safety standards set 
up by ‘the Association of American 
rte and the Interstate Com- 

Commission, has been 
eet by an AFL-CIO spokes- 
man. 

Testifying before a Senate Inter- 
state Commerce subcommittee, 
George D. Riley, AFL-CIO legisla- 
tive representative, said the safety 
rules adopted in 1925 call for only 
voluntary compliance. 

“The absence of law compelling 
compliance,” he said, “leaves each 
railroad free to act largely as it 
pleases and to amend or even dis- 
regard the rules.” 

The AFL-CIO, he said, supports 
the position of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Firemen and Engine- 
men and other railroad operating 
brotherhoods, in urging congres- 
sional action to enforce safety laws, 
particularly those relating to ade- 
quate testing and inspection of 
power brakes. 
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, NEWLY ELECTED LEADERS of the Seafarers Union are shown following their election at the un- 
| ion’s convention in San Francisco. From the left they are Sec.-Treas. John (Whitey) Hawk; Paul 
: Hall, head of the union’s Atlantic & Gulf Dist., who was chosen president to succeed the late Harry 
Z Lundeberg, and First Vice Pres. Morris Weinberg, new head of the Sailors’ Union of the Pacific. 


‘government maritime agencies “are 


interpreting the laws to the long- 
range detriment of our. merchant 
marine and shipbuilding industries.” 

He called on Congress to “curb 
the Maritime Administration’s cir- 
cumvention of the positive policies 
contained in the Merchant Marine 
Act of 1936, and other laws de- 
signed to achieve and maintain an 
adequate merchant marine under 
the American flag.” 

Haddock said that the “effec- 
tive control” theory permits the 
transfer of ships to runaway flags 
on grounds that they are avail- 
able to the U.S. in national emer- 
gencies as long as 51 percent of 
their ownership is American. 


“After the outbreak of World 
War Il,” he continued, “experience 
shows that even the fleets of our 
allies were not available for our 


Should the present policy of per- 
mitting ships to transfer to runaway 
flags continue, Haddock warned, 
“those flags will be the only mer- 


chant marines in the future.” 


Urban Grants 
Are Far Below 
Requirements 


The President’s proposed urban 
renewal grant authorizations for 
the coming year have been attack- 
ed on the grounds that they fall 
75 percent below current require- 
ments of cities working to clear 
slums. : 

That charge was made by Knox 
Banner; president of the National 
Association of Housing and Re- 
development Officials, in testimony 


‘before the Senate Banking and 


Currency Committee. 

Unless Congress acts to increase 
the amount substantially, Banner 
said, the city rebuilding movement, 
which is just beginning to gain 
momentum, will grind to a halt 
in many communities and will 
never get started in others. 

Citing figures obtained in a 
country-wide survey, Banner 
showed that while the Administra- 
tion is asking authorization for 
only $175 million for urban re- 
newal grants, at least 162 com- 
munities in 23 states are ready to. 
launch projects that will require 
$650 million in grants. 


tion. 


therefore be it 


harder.” 


Alameda Labor Merger 
‘Quakes’ Entire County 


Oakland, Calif—The AFL and CIO unions of Alameda 
County fully expected a wholly noticeable reaction when they 
merged last month into a single central labor council—but 
nothing like the earth-stirring events that actually took place. 

So pronounced was the effecf of the union, and so widespread 
its repercussions, that the delegates felt moved to perpetuate it 
in their permanent archives by passing an appropriate resolu- 


“Whereas,” they said, “many of the Alameda County union 
officers and delegates who gave of their time and energy to bring 
about this pioncering step forward in labor’s progress knew that 
surely the gods looked down with favor upon their efforts, but 

“Nevertheless, there were none among us who expected that 
the first meeting of the newly-elected executive committee on 
Mar. 22 should cause the earth to shake and tall buildings to 
sway and great mountains fo crash down into the sea," now 


“Resolved, that this body go on record as offering thanks to 
the gods for recognizing this as an earth-shaking event and as 
offering our apologies to the general citizenry for any resulting 
emotional and material damage, and be it 

“Further resolved, that a special committee be appointed to 
search the record to discover what in hell could have possibly 
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Racket Probe Finds Management ‘Sh 


Scranton, Pa., Next Scene 
For McClellan Committee 


By Willard Shelton 


The McClellan special Senate comimittee began running into 


silence and obstruction as it turned its attention to charges that 
- crooked businessmen have operated in collusion with crooked labor 


Officials. 


Committee Chief Counsel Robert F. _Kefredy=sireclag investiga- 
a OE 


tions in New York, said it is “strik- 
ing to us the little help which busi- 
ness has been to the committee.” 

_ “Often management would rath- 
er have the status quo and make a 
payoff.. There is a very thin line 
between extortion and bribery.” 


Reopen April 16 

The committee will reopen pub- 
lic hearings Apr. 16 to determine 
whether there have been improper 
or criminal activities involving a 
few unions in the Scranton, Pa., 
area. 

The Scranton hearings are ex- 
pected to take only three or four 
days. Full-scale public hearings af- 
fecting management and labor cor- 
ruption and collusion in New York 
and Long Island are tentatively 
scheduled during May. 

Kennedy said that about half 

the committee’s staff of investiga- 

tors is working in New York and 

probably will remain there for 
many months. 


The committee, headed by Sen. 
John L. McClellan (D-Ark.), moved 
in coordination with prosecuting 
authorities to determine the legal 
right of businessmen suspected of 
wrongdoing to invoke the Fifth 
Amendment or claim “fear” as their 
reason for refusing to testify. 


Contempt Proceedings 
The committee ordered contempt 
_of Congress proceedings against 


Nunzio Squillante, an ousted for-|. 


mer partner in a Long Island firm 
engaged in contract hayling of 
garbage. 

Squillante in executive session 
refused to turn over his financial 
records and also took the Fifth 
Amendment in refusing to answer 
McClellan’s question: 

“Do you honestly believe that 
if you gave a truthful answer (to 
questions about his business prac- 
tices) it might tend to incriminate 
you?” 

Squillante “resigned” from his 
garbage-collection firm last year, it 


Cilento, Scalise 
Plead Guilty 


New York—Two former 
union officials, facing trial on 
a 17-count indictment involv- 
ing welfare fund racket 
charges, pleaded guilty im 
General Sessions Court here. 

They are,Sol Cilento, for- 
mer secretary-treasurer of the 
Distillery Workers union, and 
George Scalise, a pre-war la- 
bor racketeer who has served 
10 years in state and federal 
prisons for looting the treas- y 
ury of the Building Service 
union during his presidency. 
The two face maximum jail 
terms of three years in light 
of their guilty pleas. 

The pair pleadéd guilty to 
counts of conspiracy and brib- 
ery in connection with wel- 
fare fund operations. The in- 
vestigation of the case was 
initiated in 1952. District At- 
tomey Frank S. Hogan has 
charged that Scalise and Cil- 
ento siphoned off $299,000 
over a two-year period in ex- 
cessive fees, commissions and 
kickbacks. _ 

The Distillery Workers 
anion is one of the three in- 
ternational unions ordered ‘to 
clean house by the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council or face sus- 
pension. They have until 
May 20 to comply. 


af investiga- 
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nessmen and bribed union officials 
has been mentioned frequently as 
involving such practices as forcing 
competitors. out of business by 
“strikes” or by refusal of garbage 
collection. It also may involve 
“sweetheart” contracts in which a 
union Official sells out his member- 
ship for a bribe. 

The Emanuel Brown case, in 
which the dress manufacturer got a 
jail sentence, involved Brown's af- 
filiations, if any, with a large non- 
union dress concern and the Acme 
Dress Co., headed by Theodore Rij. 

Rij is under indictment with 
Johnny Dio, notorious racketeer, 
on charges of conspiracy in the 
acid-blinding.of Victor Riesel, news- 
paper columnist on labor affairs. 

The 46-year-old businessman 
pointblank refused to tell a fed- 
eral grand jury about his asso- 
ciation, if any, with a big non- 
union firm known as Young 
Tempo, Inc. 

He also took the Fifth in refus- 
ing to say whether Young Tempo 
used a trucking firm known as 
T. & R. Trucking Co., who the 
principal owners of T. & R. 
Trucking were, whether he was 
associated with Acme Dress, 
whether T. & R. provided truck- 
ing service between the two firms. 

Kennedy said his investigators 
had talked to hundreds of persons 
in the New York area and that 
“many have been reluctant to talk 
either out of fear or self-interest.” 

His remark about the “thin line 
between extortion and bribery” in- 
dicated an interest in whether man- 
agement officials, who actually may 
have bribed union racketeers for 
their own self-interest, might seek 
to escape the consequences by 
claiming money was “extorted.” 

Union leaders have frequently 
charged that non-union dress and 
garment makers dealt with hood- 
lums and thugs, posing as “labor” 
Officials, 

: Never Capitulate 

Meanwhile Pres. Dave Beck of 
the Teamsters Union on Apr. 4 in a 
press release reiterated the an- 
nouncement of a “public relations 
program to strengthen” collective 
bargaining and “combat unfair anti- 
labor legislation.” 

He also charged that there are 
“forces now aligned in the labor 
movement” wanting to “demolish 
the Teamsters organization.” He 
said the union would “never 
capitulate” fo attempts to reduce 
the union to the status of “satel- 
lite.” 

Beck did not attribute these 
phrases to any resolution approved 
by the union’s Executive Board. 
The board in a meeting Apr. 1 
failed to approve Beck’s announced 
plan for a $1 million public rela- 
tions expenditure and “set aside” 
the proposal for decision by the 
international convention Sept. 30. 

A statement by Vice Pres. Wil- 
liam A. Lee and Vice Pres. John T. 
O’Brien said the smaller-scale “pub- 
lic relations” plan voted was to 
“continue the normal expenditures 
as agreed on” prior to the McClel- 
lan committee hearings. 
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Labor Asks For Laws 


To Curb Delinquency 


Prompt congressional action on legislation to provide “a construc-: 
tive program for the solution of our growing problems of juvenile 
delinquency,” has been called for Beg the AFL-CIO. Testifying in 


behalf of a bill introduced by Rep'* 
Edith Green (D-Ore.),, Andrew J. 
Biemiller, director of the Dept. of 
Legislation, told a special House 
subcommittee on juvenile delin- 
quency that the country is “falling 
short” of its goal to give all children 
“a full and wholesome: life.” 


Incidence Is Rising 


“Each year for the last seven 
years,” he declared, “the incidence 
of juvenile delinquency .. . has 
continued to rise,” and has reached 
the point where, in the 10 to 17 age 
group, ore child in 50 is brought 
into’ juvenile court. 

The situation today,. Biemiller 
continued, “is reason enough for 
federal concern,” adding that the 
need becomes increasingly imper- 
ative in view of the fact that this 
age group will be 50 percent 
larger within 10 years. 

The AFL-CIO spokesman cited 
the work being done in many parts 
of the country by labor’s Com- 
munity Services Committee, noting 
that in numerous cities they are 
“the only instruments apart from 
the courts and the police which 
deal with delinquency.” 


Program ‘Far Short’ 


Biemiller was sharply critical of 
the Administration’s bill on juve- 
nile delinquency, which would au- 
thorize only $30,000 in grants for 
each of 35 states to strengthen and 
improve local programs. In sharp 
contrast, the Green bill, would pro- 
vide twice that much for such grants. 

He said the Administration pro- 
posal falls “far short” of what is 
needed for establishing “a vital and 
workable program.” 

The specific measures before the 
special subcommittee, Biemiller 
continued, “are only a part of the 
necessary atfack on juvenile delin- 
quency.” He omens out that con- 


gressional action this year on a 
program of federal aid to school 
construction, broadening of the 
minimum wage coverage to increase 
the nation’s standard of living, and 
a comprehensive housing program 
would provide “an essential basis 
for diminishing . . . many of the 
outward factors of delinquency.” 


Ethics Group Schedules — 
Bakery Workers. Hearing 7 


The AFL-CIO Ethical Practices Committee has set May 7 f 
hearing, if requested, into charges of corrupt influences in the Bal 
Workers union. Committee Chairman Al J. Hayes, in a letter 


top official of the Bakery Workers, 


noted that the committee is con- 


ducting an investigation of charges 
against the union filed by AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany to determine 
whether it is “dominated, controlled 
or substantially influenced in the 
conduct of its affairs by corrupt 
influences.” 

Hayes’ letter went to Bakery 
Workers Pres. James G. Cross, 
Curtis R. Sims, secretary-treasurer, 
and George Stuart, vice president. 
Stuart recently resigned his post. 

The charges of corruption and 
misuse of union funds against Cross 
and Stuart originally were made by 
Sims. The union’s executive board 
has upheld Cross and Stuart and 
suspended Sims. ; 

Stuart’s resignation last, month 
was assailed by Sims as a “trans- 
parent effort to cover up for Pres. 
Cross.” 


The Ethical Practices Committee’ 


held a preliminary investigation of 
the charges filed by Meany and 
heard both Cross and Sims. 

The committee at that time called 
for further evidence and documents. 
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Court Refuses 
Brennan Review 


The U.S. Supreme Couff 
has refused to review the com 
viction of Sidney L. Brennaligy 
vice president of the Teant 
sters, on charges of violating 
the anti-bribery provisions @ 
the Taft-Hartley Act. ie 

Brennan and three othe® 
Minneapolis area Teamsteny 
officials were convicted & 
federal court of accepting pale 
of $5,000 allegedly paid themiy 
by the Archer-Daniels Mid-§ 
land Co., operators of a line 
seed oil mill in Minneapoligj 
to swing the membership of aim 
Mine Workers local on .strikeg 
at the plant into the Team 
sters. 7 

Brennan was given a sua 
pended two-year prison termig 
put on probation for twem 
years and fined $7,500. Them 
Court of Appeals unheld the } 
conviction last month. The 
Supreme Court had no comm 
ment in refusing review. 
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